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ERSUASION is at its best when it sets forth 
facts. That is the basis of good advertising. 
| Test advertisements wherever you will, it is the 
facts they present that ‘interest you. 

















They That Hunger 
By Ruth G. Robinson 


OF of the dépths of thy deep self-despair, 
Cry to the Hearer of hungering prayer ! 
Now thou hast found there is nothing in thee, 
Thou mayst ve how sufficient is He. 

It is the rich he sends empty away ; 

It is the hungry he fills day by day, 


Blessed the hungry who daily are fed, 
Yet daily long for the heavenly bread! 
Blessed the seekers who, by his good will 
Finding Him ever, are seeking him still! 
Blessed the souls who possess and adore, 
Yet while pussessing desire evermore! 











The Atheist’s Death 


Capital punishment must be a tragic thing to 
watch: Yet that is only the destruction of the body; 
what must be the execution of capital punishment 
upon a man’s spirit! A New: York State newspaper 
recently published an account of the funeral service of 
an unbeliever which was startlingly unusual <A 
member of a “Spiritualist Science Church” officiated, 
and an address that had been prepared by the man who 
died was read, containing the following statements: 


“I donot believe in a personal God, or, in other words, 
the God of the Book called the Bible... . This Book 
is the production*of man, and in the near future the 
largest portion of it will be looked upon as emanating 
from a corrupt and diseased imagination.... Man is 
not a fallen creature, but has always continued to rise 
from the atom to man, the highest intelligence on this 
plane, and will continue to rise from one grand re- 
ality to another throughout the zons to come... . 
You are your own architect, will be your own judge 
and executioner. You cannot transfer your responsi- 
bilities to the shoulders of a Christ.” No doubt this 
lost man was sincere in these tragic words of un- 
belief. He unconsciously believed Satan’s lies, and 
rejected God’s only Way of salvation in God’s Son 
our Saviour. A reader of the Times, sending this 
clipping, writes: “No man ever repented of being a 
Christian on his death bed. John Wesley said, ‘Our 
people die well.’ The infidel Gibbon said, when dy- 
ing, ‘All is dark and doubtful.’ Voltaire exclaimed, 
‘Iam abandoned by God and man; I shall go to Hell.’ 
Mirabeau of the French Revolution said, ‘Give me 
more laudanum, that I may not think of eternity.’ 
And Tom Paine, the prince of infidels, said, ‘Stay with 
me, for God’s sake; it is hell to be left alone.’ These 
are the natural results of Atheism.” But “whosoever 
will” may be saved. 
aad 


Two Sufficiencies 


We always have enough. While there is a per- 
fect God at the head and center of the universe, this 
will be true. And while there is sin’ we shall have 
enough trouble. Our Lord counseled his. disciples 
not to add to the trouble they were certain to have. by 
fears concerning troubles that might possibly be in 
the future, “Be not therefore anxious,” he said, “for 
the morrow; for the morrow will be anxious for 


-itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.” 


We may confidently count on having all the trouble 
to-day that we need to have. We may not have any; 
if we do- have any, it is what God knows is best. It 
is “sufficient evil” for to-day. But, as F. W. Ainley 
of the English Keswick Convention has said, not 
only is to-day’s evil sufficient, but also “sufficient is the 





grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.” “My grace is 
sufficient for thee,” said the Lord to the afflicted 
apostle. And if trouble is great, God’s grace is 
greater, If our evil to-day is sufficient, God’s grace 
to-day is more than sufficient, that we may be “more 
than conquerors.” “As thy days, so shall” not only 
thy evil be, but also “thy strength be,” sang the in- 
spired Moses. The margin for the word “strength” 
here shows that it means “rest,” or “security.” What- 
ever evil may come upon us to-day, or any day, we 
are secure in Christ, strong with the omnipotence of 
God, and therefore we may always be at rest. “For 
we who have believed do enter into that rest.” 


Pat 
When Ged Tested Eugenics 


God tried eugenics before man ever thought of 
it. Much is heard of it to-day as a panacea for 
socially reforming the world, but is it any more likely 
to succeed now than when God gave it a trial ages 
ago? Paul Rader asks the question in one of his 
addresses. He shows that when God raised up the 
man who should be the head of a race to whom God 
would commit His oracles, and through whom He 
would eventually bring in the Messiah and Sin-bearer, 
He made use of a eugenic plan. He selected Abram, 
plainly the fittest man living at that time, and sent 
him and his very beautiful wife into a new country 
where he. could teach them His full will. He gave 
them a miraculously born son, who must have been 
therefore one of the most perfect specimens of man- 
hood who ever lived. Then He was at pains to have 
Abraham choose.a eugenic bride for this son. Surely 
the children born of this pair, third generation from 
eugenic forbears, would be perfect in body, mind, 
and soul! And yet, Mr. Rader reminds us, one of 
the two sons born of this eugenic marriage was a 
hairy man, a slave to appetite, while his brother “was 
as crooked as a dog’s hind leg, and God had to beat 
him, and beat him, and beat him, before he could 
make Jacob the supplanter to be Israel a prince with 
God.” The important thing is not so much to be 
well born as to be new born! Improved breeding 
can be ‘no substitute for regeneration. . 


Chinatown Gertie 


among its city news “stories” an account of 

a funeral that had*been held the night before 
in one of the Midnight Rescue Missions of that great 
city. The mission happened to be one that had been 
visited several years before by Mr. William H. Ridg- 
way, of Coatesville, and the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, while they were spending a Saturday 
and Sunday in New York visiting missions and Sun- 
day-schools. They know, from personal observation, 
that the Sun’s story was._not overdrawn, but that 
our city rescue missions are filled with just such 
characters. But-this newspaper account is so extraord- 
inary in its faithfulness of detail and vividness of 
narrative that Christian people everywhere will be 
gripped by it as were those who saw it when it first 
appeared. Its writer is Mr. W. A. Davenport, a mem- 
ber of the staff of the New. York Herald, for which 
paper it was written, —both.the Herald and the Sun 
being newspapers of Mr. Frank A. Munsey. “China- 
town Gertie” is rejoicing to-day in the presence of 
her Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and many an- 
other is either already in His presence, or will be, 
because of her faithful testimony to the old Gospel 
which is ever new. 


A striking coincidence in connection with the Sun’s 
publication of the account of “Chinatown Gertie’s” 
funeral was the appearance, in adjoining columns, 
of a large advertisement of the forthcoming publica- 
tion in the New York Herald of the memoirs of a 
famous actress. The announcement spoke of the fact 
that “This is the day of amazing autobiographies, so 
Startling in their frankness, so self-revealing, so 
utterly unrestrained,” and then went on to say that 
the mefthoirs of this world renowned beauty make 
“the most intriguing narrative ever disclosed.” One 
could but contrast the two life stories: the famous 
and beautiful society leader, and the once down and 


At weeks ago the New York Sun published 


out Gertie, who some day is to be reigning over this 
earth with the Lord of lords and.King of kings. No, 
not the actress’, but Gertie’s, is “the- most intriguing 
narrative.” 

Mr. Davenport’s account follows: 


Funeral services for Chinatown Gertie Merritt 
were held last night in the Midnight Mission of the 
Rescue Society in Doyers Street. our hundred men 
and women — white, black, yellow, and brown, rich, 
poor, exalted, depressed, cold sober and soddenly 
drunk — were there. The chances are that even New 
York has seen no such funeral as this. 

Sometimes they laughed wildly when Black Jubal 
Burr, Bismarck,. Baron Mike O’Keefe, Blond Katie 
Welch, Hi Yeng Fat, and Armenian Mary thought 
of tales about Gertie when she used to sing in China- 
town gin mills for the pickpocket privilege. 

Now and then they clapped their hands because 
some one had taken the floor and assured them that 
Gertie Merritt was at the moment occupying a room 
in the Doyers Street of Heaven. And then some 
unkempt individual would go down to the coffin at 
the foot-of the platform just under the pulpit and bid 
Gertie good night, 

“Chinatown Gertie,” cried Snow Peters, leaning 
over the flower covefed box and speaking to the 
dead woman, “I met you at Coney Island when you 
were so stewed you fell down in the sand and the 
cops picked you up and wiped the sand out of your 
eyes, so you could see to walk to the wagon. You 
and me was bums together, and then you found Jesus 
and came and got me and took me to him. 

“Chinatown Gertie, it’s Snow Peters saying good 
night. Good night, Gertie — good night, good night.” 

The services lasted more than two hours. If you 
would have something of a picture of what it looked 
like you must see Snow Peters standing rigidly against 
the wall near the coffin with Fis hands clenched in 
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prayer and his eyes tightly shut. Now and then he 
would begin praying fervently, and again he would 
pr single lines of a hymn —all independent of the 
others. 

And think of huge Black Jubal with his head 
thrown back and his gorillalike arms thrust out in 
front of him, standing with his legs far apart and 
singing in his rich Negro barytone, “ oly, Holy, Holy 
Lord God Almighty.” And Mother Clarke, one of 
Chinatown Gertie’s rescues, becoming hysterical and 
fainting aig | the singing of “Down and Out” by 
Joe the Jew. Imagine six sleepy looking Chinese en- 
tering the place with all their native dignity and 
carrying an enormous robe of roses, which they placed 
on Gertie’s coffin, bowing low before it as they left, 
shuffling backward. F 

Some one would decide to alter the complexion of 
things and tell a funny story about Gertie. A rough- 
neck stopped Gertie on the Bowery one night —so 
the story ran —and said: 

“Look here, Gertie, you don’t believe that stuff 
about Jonah and the whale, do you?” 

“Ah, gawan,” replied Gertie, for she was very tired 
and knew the roughneck was just looking for trouble, 
“when I get to heaven I'll ask old om himself.” 

“Yeh?” sneered the tough boy. “And suppose the 
old guy ain’t there.” 

“Then you can ask him,” snapped Gertie. 

The Midnight Mission was full of laughter at that, 
and more stories were told and more produced until 
some old-timer would demand that they sing “Abide 
With Me.” 

“This is going to be a different funeral,” said Tom 
Noonan, superintendent of the Mission. “We have 
come here to rejoice. This is a coronation ceremony. 
Our Gertie is being crowned in glory. Laugh if you 
feel like laughing. Weep if you want to. Sing, 
pray, tell a story, tell your story —do what God 
prompts you to do, 

“Eleven years ago Gertie came into this very room 
— drunk, suffering from the devils, dirty, hungry, 
only half clothed. She had become so drunken that 
she couldn’t pick pockets any longer. Her hand was 
too shaky. o you see where her coffin is to-night, 
right here at my feet? 

‘Well, Gertie staggered right down here to where 
her coffin is resting to-night and asked us to help 
her. She fell asleep there on the floor while we 
prayed. The next day she helped us pray. Since 
that time — well, I ask you boys and girls out there, 
you knew her, what about it?” 

“Can’t we sing one of the hymns she sang?” yelled 
Mother Clarke. 

They sang “When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder,” 
with Jubal Burr urging the -lads in the back rows to 
greater effort, and Joe Justice, who has become a 
prosperous laundryman and writes his own Gospel 
songs, singing a strong tenor, seeing to it that nobody 
shirked down front, 

A tall, thin man, recognized as Honey, demanded 
that he tell what he knew about Gertie. He faced 
the flower covered coffin, and with a smile on his 
face, began talking about old days in Mott Street. 

“She says to me one night,” he cried. “‘Honey, I 
got a fat one to-night,’ And I say, ‘What did you 
grab?’ And she says, ‘I copped a watch and a wallet 
from a lush in Sing Fow’s, so the drinks is on me, 
Honey.’ 

“And we go down the line with her drinking hop- 
toad whisky drink for.drink with me and a lot of 
bums we pick up on the way, for we was soused to 
the gills, and Gertie hocks the watch with a bar- 
tender who was getting married and was’ making his 
bride a present. We gets into a fight in the last 
place, and Gertie falls against the stove, and the 
next I hear of her she’s in the alcoholic ward in 
Bellevue, taking her chances on getting well. 

“I get six months on the island, and when I come 
out I'm looking for Gertie ta stake me. I run inte 
her over at the old place at 10 Mott Street, and I 
don’t make her at first. She is all braced up and 
looking fine. I asks her, ‘Gertie, will you stake me?’ 
and she replies, ‘Yes, Honey, I’ll stake you to the best 
thing a man or woman ever had.’ And I say, ‘You 


always would give a guy your shirt, Gertie. Slip me 
enough to eat on and get a drink.’ 
“And Gertie says, ‘No, Honey, but I’m going to 


stake you to Jesus.’’ I don’t make it at all, and I 
asks her to come again, and she says, ‘Yes, Honey, 
it’s Jesus I’m staking you to,’ and she gets down on 
her knees right there, with me wondering what’s 
going on. 

“Something got me, and, folks, I’m telling you I 
got down on my knees, too, only I didn’t know why. 
And, folks, here I am to-night stariding beside China- 
town Gertie’s cofin—nho, I’m not. I’m kneeling be- 
side Chinatown Gertie’s coffin.” 

_ Honey dropped to his. knees. Tom Noonan mo- 
tioned to a man on the platform, who began to pray: 

“Our Father which art in Heaven —” 

The prayer was interrupted by Honey, who re- 
sumed his narrative. 

“I’m kneeling at the coffin of Chinatown Gertie, 
and I’m thanking God I’m allowed to.” 

He leaned forward and plucked at the corner of 
the rug of roses. He pulled the rug toward him- 
self and kissed it. Then he addressed himself straight 
to Gertie Merritt. 

“Let us hear you sing ‘Nearer, My God, to Thee,’ 
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Gertie, like you used to only a few nights ago. Sing 
for us, Gertie, go on ahead. We ow you ain't 
dead, but living with Jesus.” 3 

There was a long pause. The silence. was sug- 
prtve of the expectant hush at a seance. From far 

ack in the hall came a humming, in an instant a 
dozen voices took up the tune: 

“Nearer my. to Thee, Nearer to Thee —” - 

A slender girl on the side aisle well down toward 
the front began to whimper. Her hair was 
atrees color and her face, except for her lips, paper 
white. 

The room was not large enough to hold them all. 
Along about ten o’clo¢ék they dragged a rope across 
the open door and four husky lads stood by to see 
that none crashed the barrier. A sightseeing bus came 
rumbling into Doyers Street filled with tourists. The 
man with the megaphone was announcing their ar- 
rival at the Midnight Mission. 

“Cut out the noise,” growled one of the big’ boys 
on semtsy aay at the door. “This ain’t no ordinary 
. e don’t want no rubberneck crowds to- 
night.” 

Some one went to the door and told the guards 
that it was all right to permit the tourists to enter. 
One of the latter, a man,. made the mistake of keep- 
ing his hat on as he entered. 

‘Just for that you ain’t coming in, no matter what 
anybody says,” he was told. 

e started to protest. Willing hands took hold of 
him, and he arrived at the curb without touching 
the ground. A patrolman stood across the street. 

“Well,” said the cop, “if I went to your sister’s 
funeral and didn’t have the manners to take off my 
hat, wouldn’t you throw me out? Well, those guys 
looked on that woman like their sister, so don’t start 
nothing, friend.” 

A Salvation Army man appeared, and asked per- 
mission to speak. e said he had been sent by the 
Salvation Army to explain that it had not meant to 
give the public the opinion that Chinatown Gertie 
was one of its workers. 

“We regret to say that she was not a member of 
our organization,” he said. “We would have liked 
to have her, but she always stuck to the Rescue 
Society, where she was redeemed.” 

Chinatown Gertie will be buried this morning in 
Linden Hill Cemetery, Brooklyn. 

















When the Nations Are Judged 


The passage. of Scripture in Matthew 25 : 31-46 [pre- 
dicting that “when the Son of man shall come in his 
glory, . .. before him shall be gathered all nations: and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd 
divideth his ‘sheep from the goats”] was called by the 
late D. C. I. Scofield the “Judgment of the Living 
Nations.” A difficulty I have had with this interpreta- 
tion is stated by a writer of a recent article in a re- 
ligious paper, thus: ri 

“That the judgment mentioned by Matthew is a judg- 
ment of persons, and not a judgment of nations as such, 
is clear. Nations, as such, will got ‘go away into eter- 
nal punishment’; nor will nations, as such, ‘enter into 
eternal life.’ Such statements are made with reference 
to individuals, not to nations.” “ 

I do not know how to dispose of verse 46 of this 
‘chapter on the theory of Dr. Scofield ard others that 
the judgment here referred to is that of the living 
nations, and I shall appreciate any help that you may 
be able to give-—A Kentucky Reader. 


The sub-head over this passage in Matthew, in 
the latest edition of the Scofield Reference Bible, 
reads: “The Olivet discourse; the Lord’s return tests 
the Gentile nations.” Those who were intimately ac- 
quainted with Dr. Scofield’s positions do not under- 
stand that he meant to teach that nations are to be 
judged as nations in this judgment which will ac- 
company the return of the Lord Jesus in glory. 
The word “nations” in the English Bible is equiv- 
alent to the word “Gentiles.” During the time inter- 
vening between the rapture of the Church and her 
return with her Lord when he comes to set up the 
kingdom, there will be a remnant of Jews who shall 
turn to the Lord and preach the gospel of the king- 
dom in all the world as a testimony unto all nations, 
going everywhere and saying, “Repent, for the king- 
dom of heaven is at hand.” The judgment of Mat- 
thew 25:31-46 is a judgment of those people to 
whom this gospel of the kingdom shall have been 
preached; and the basis of this judgment will be the 
treatment given, to the Jewish messengers by the Gen- 
tiles to whom the gospel of the kingdom shall thus 
have been preached. Those who have believed the 
message will have received the messengers and har- 
bored and protected them from the wrath of the 
Beast King. Those who reject the message will have 
rejected the messengers and refused them such har- 
bor and protection. For this the Gentiles shall be 
brought into judgment, and the judgment as thus un- 
derstood deals with the Gentiles as individuals rather 
than as nations. - 
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Did Moses Use Other Documents 
in Writing the Péentateuch ? 


. I heard the late George B. Foster once say, lectur- 
ing in Chicago University, that, “the Chaldean account 
of the Deluge is just as trustworthy as the Genesis 
account.” I didn’t believe it. 

Now what are we to understand by those words of 
Dr. Robert Dick Wilson’s in his article, “Is the Higher 
Criticism Scholarly?” in The Sunday School Times of 
May 20, when he speaks of “common origin”? 
Wilson says: “When we look at the two great events 
oceurring before the time of Abraham —the Creation 
and the Flood — we find that these events are the same 
that are emphasized among the Babylonians, from the 
midst of whom Abraham went out. For it is certain 
that, however we may account for the difference be- 
tween the Babylonian and the Hebrew accounts Othe 
Creation and the Deluge, there is sufficient resemblance 
between them to point to a common origin antedating 
the time of Abraham’s departure from Ur of the Chal- 
dees. From this time downward there is no good rea- 
son for doubting the Biblical narrative is derived from 
written sources based on contemporaneous documents.” 

Does Dr .Wilson mean, when he speaks of “common 
origin” the original revelation given to Moses? 

If I recollect aright Dr. Emil Reich, some years 
since, told us the Babylonian account of the Crea- 
tion and Deluge was a traditional account sifting out 
of Egypt. Is the Biblical account of the Creation and 
the Deluge a derived one from human sources? Was 
Moses a copyist? Perhaps I do not understand Dr. 
Wilson.—A Wisconsin Reader. 


In order that the readers of The Sunday School 
Times might have an authoritative reply from the 
reverent Bible scholar whose articles are dealing such 

iant blows at the very citadel of the destructive 

igher Criticism, this question has been referred 
to Professor Wilson himself, and his illuminating 
reply: follows: 


“The Bible clearly teaches that all mankind are de- 
scended from Adam through Noah. Any religious 
knowledge possessed by these common progenitors 
may have been retained by their descendants. For 
example, if Noah had knowledge of the Creation and 
of the Flood, this knowledge may have been the 
source of both the Babylonian and Biblical accounts. 

he Babylonian accounts may have been perverted 
by those who ‘changed the truth of God into a lie, 
and worshipped . ... the creature.more than the 
Creator’ (Rom. 1:25). But much of the subject 
matter and language of the perverted account may 
have remained the same as that in the purer and prob- 
ably more original record. In portions of the Biblical 
and Babylonian accounts of the Flood, especially, the 
agreements are so remarkable that a common origin 
for the two accounts is almost as certain as anything 
can well be. i 

“In each account, sin is said ‘to have been the 
reason for the Flood, and the saving of one man 
and his wife to have been the reason for the command 
to build a ship or ark. In each, we have the direc- 
tions as to measurements, the parts, the pitch, the 
contents, the window, and the door of the ark. In 
each, we have mention of its completion and of its 
Janding on a.mountain; of the sending out of three 
birds, of an after sacrifice, and the smelling thereof. 

“Thus we see that both accounts had a common 
origin in the fact of the Flood and in the saving 
of the skipper, and that in most of the details the 
two accounts agree. They differ. mainly and funda- 
mentally in that one account is polytheistic and the 
other monotheistic, 

“That the Biblical narrative of Genesis 1 and 2 
came from Babylonia is sufficiently evident from the 
large number of Sumerian and Babylonian words 
embedded in each chapter. The accounts of the Crea- 
tion and the Flood are thus both of common origin, 
since they both come from Babylonia. Those found 
in the Babylonian language are polytheistic; those in 
the Hebrew are monotheistic, and were most prob- 
ably brought by Abraham from Ur of the Chaldees. 
Whether the account of the Creatien originated with 
Adam, Noah, or Abraham, or that of the Flood with 
Noah, or Abraham, or both of them with some other 
or others of the patriarchs, no one can determine; 
but that Abraham could have brought both accounts 
with him from Babylonia seems clear. SA 

“IT know of no place in the Bible where it is said 
that the accounts of the Creation and Flood were 
revealed to Moses. : 

“That Moses derived the materials of Genesis from 
his predecessors certainly seems most probable. Most 
historic facts and other matter mentioned in the 
Scriptures, while inspired, are not revealed, There 
is no more reason for ‘supposing that Moses in writ- 
ing Genesis should not have been a copyist than there 
is for supposing that the writers of Kings, Chronicles, 
Ezra, and Nehemiah are not coypists. I myself would 
prefer to use, in all these cases, the word composer 
or historian, instead of copyist. 

“As Luke says he wrote consecutively what the 
eye-witnesses and ministers of the Lord had handed 
down, so Moses wrote what had been_ handed 
down from the patriarchs. Genesis and the Gospel of 
Luke are alike inspired, but they are not revelations, 
though each contains many things that have been re- 
vealed. As the trustworthiness of Acts is con- 
firmed by the researches in Asia Minor, so the trust- 
worthiness of Genesis is confirmed by the discoveries 
in Babylonia.” 
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The Religion of Religious Psychology 


' By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D., 











BOUT two years ago the writer asked Professor 

William Brenton Greene, Jr., of the Princeton 

Théological Seminary, whether, in view of the fact 
that the psychologists had engaged to investigate the 
psychology of religion, it might not be well for some 
one to investigate in turn the religion of the religious 
psychologists. Professor Greene agreed that it might 
be a service worth while, and suggested that the 
writer undertake the task. It is due in large measure to 
this encouragement that the work has been attempted ; 
though at the same time Dr. Greene modestly re- 
frained from mentioning the fact, later discovered, 
that he himself in his timely and discriminating re- 
views of the leading books as they have eapease has 
rendered invaluable service in this very field. The 
complete result of this investigation is available in 
another form, but this article sets forth in a brief 
form some of the results of the study. 
- In all, twenty books on religious psychology were 
included in the study, and an attempt was made to 
evaluate them from the standpoint of what are re- 
garded as fundamental religious concepts. These 
books were discovered to fall into two large classes, 
one of which is decidedly against the positions of 
evangelical Christianity. ‘The second class includes 


. those which are favorable to, impartial toward, or 


ambiguous in their relation to fundamental Christian 
teaching. If the second class is more closely analyzed 
the resulting classification would be about as follows: 
Five books are favorable to the Christian fundamen- 
tals; ten, and these the more important and influ- 
ential ones, tend decidedly away from these funda- 
mentals; the remaining five are impartial or too am- 
biguous in their statements to be classified with either 
of the other groups. The result of this study, one 
regrets to say, rather tends to confirm a statement 
Dr. Greene made several years ago to the effect that 
many writers on the Psychology of Religion “have 
approached their subject from a non-Christian stand- 
point, and it can scarcely be doubted that the influ- 
ence of their publications has on the whole been anti- 
Christian.” This is the more significant when we 
remember that upon the basis of our religious psy- 
chology we are building our program of modern 
religious education, and that not a few of those who 
are assuming the leadership in our programs have 
been getting and are getting their training under the 
guidance of those who, judged by what they have 
written, are not believers in important and funda- 
mental religious truth. 

If it is the. work of science to gather data and 
generalize upon its findings, it would hardly seem to 
be within the province of religious, psychology to 
promulgate a theology, especially when so few of its 
adherents make any claim to being theologians. But 
this is exactly what many of these writers are found 
to have done. It is, of course, the more amazing 
when a writer who claims to be a Christian minister, 
as well as a psychologist, uses .his science to cloud 
the Gospel he is set to preach. : 2 

Should there seem objection to using the names of 
the authors, let it be understood that this is no at- 
tack upon the writers, but simply an attempt to let 
what they have said under their own names speak for 


itself, together with such comment as faithfulness to 


the Word of God seems to demand. The humblest 
Christian in our churches, supporting by his prayers 
and his means the agencies and the leaders of the 
church, has a right to know what kind of teaching 
aspires to foist itself upon those agencies and leaders. 

One of the favorite theological tenets of religious 
psychology as represented by such writers as Coe 
and Ames is that the social consciousness and the 
religious consciousness are practically identical. Other 
writers, notably Leuba and, Pratt, do not hesitate to 
prophesy the passing of Christianity and even of 
religion. Leuba, in “A Psychological Study of Re- 
ligien,” even dares to assert, “It is incontestable- that 
this godless religion (Comte’s ‘Religion of Human- 
ity’) accomplishes for the few who practise it essen- 
tially that which Christianity does for its adherents.” 
No wonder that, in reviewing another of the books 
in our list,.one by no means so radical as Leuba’s,— 
Coe’s “Psychology of Religjon,” the reviewer was 
led to say: “It is easy and sometimes profitable to 
discuss the psychological phenomena associated with 
religious experience, but rash and premature to ven- 
ture such conclusions as are so dogmatically stated 
in this book.” The following statements will indi- 
cate further the type of theology permeating discus- 
sions which are put out in the name of psychology 
and not theology, even though it is conceded to 
religious psychology. 


“I cannot persuade myself that divine personal be- 
ings, be they primitive gods or the Christian Father, 
have more than a subjective existence” (Leuba). 
This statement and the strong antagonism to Chris- 
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tian truth in this book written by a professor in one 
of our great colleges for women (Bryn Mawr) can 
but sadden the more every true Christian who reads 
it and who knows also that in the same book the 
author says: “The author was brought up in a re- 
ligious atmosphere. During adolescence and several 
subsequent years he was deeply stirred by religion 
and passed through conversion.” 


“Notwithstanding my own inability to accept either 
popular Christianity, or scholastic theism, I suppose 
that my belief subjects me to being classed 
among the supernaturalists of the piecemeal or 


crasser type.”—William James, It is to be said for 


the great psychologist that in his “Varieties of Re- 
ligious Experience” he is not obtrusively antagonistic 
to Christian truth, and attempts to be impartial, yet 
this frank avowal of his own belief reveals the evi- 
dent drift of his own influence when he was a pro- 
fessor in one of our great colleges, and he too “being 
dead, yet speaketh.” 

“The religion of the race began with nature wor- 
ship and ghost worship addressed to many gods, and 
only in the faintest degree was it ethical.”—Coe. 


“Jesus . . . is therefore to a large extent re- 
sponsible for the mistaken Messianic hopes which 
haunted his followers.”—Sabatier. 


“Jesus of course used the expression ‘kingdom of 
God’, but after making all needful allowance for the 
influence of contemporary political and religious con- 
ditions upon his modes of speech and the content of 
his thought, the fact remains that his desire for a 
brotherhood of man leads on with the inevitablenes 
of fate to the ideal -of a democratic organization of 
society, and that the fusion of divine with human 
love presents us with a divine-human democracy~as a 
final social ideal.”—Coe. 

“The inspiration of those who spake a ‘Thus saith 
the Lord’ is only a little higher type than that of the 
} rete dervishes and heathen medicine men.”— 

ratt, 


The Bible “has lost all hold on the leaders of 
thought, and is certainly destined before many years 
to become one of the curiosities of the past.”—Pratt. 

“Any assent to the occurrence of events in essen- 
tially mysterious and unknowable ways is impossi- 
ble.”—A mes. 

Thus it is easy to see that the undoubted -tendency 
of the’ most influential religious psychology is not 
toward an impartial examination of the facts, but 
toward the establishment of a religion that eliminates 
miracle, the unique insptration of the Scriptures, the 
deity of our Lord, and even the personal existence 
of God himself. This makes prayer but a subjective 
exercise, as such writers frankly confess; eliminates 
the supernatural from our religion; makes conversion 
simply a natural process; and the sacrificial atone- 
ment of our Lord merely an -historic spectacle. 

These are not mere inferences “from these books. 
Other quotations would substantiate them as being the 
teachings of books widely accepted and quoted by 
Christian educational leaders. Such facts help us to 
understand better some things that far-seeing Chris- 
tian men have been saying to us in the last few 
years. “There is a vast deal of modern education in 
all the schools, claiming the virtues of the new peda- 
gogical régime, which is neither specifically Christian 
nor generically religious,” said Dr. H. C. Minton, call- 
ing attention to the fact that in “Education in. Reli- 
gion and Morals” it did not seem to concern Dr. Coe 
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that his psychological principles clashed with tradi- 
tional beliefs. So Dr. Greene, when commending in 
a general way the viewpoint of Warner’s “The Bsy- 
chology of the Christian Life,” said, “It is high time 
that the psychology of the Christian life should be 
set forth, and that this should be done by one who 
studies it and portrays it as a Christian.” Elsewhere, 
speaking of McComas’ “The Psychology of Religious 
Sects,” Dr. Greene says, “Nowhere in his book is 
there discoverable that insane passion to substitute 
mental reactions, if not nerve reactions, for the power 
of God, which passion is probably the most striking 
Serene of the modern psychologists of re- 
igion. 

In commenting upon Coe’s “A Social Theory of 
Religious Education,” and pointing out that the od 
emasculates God and Christ and the Bible, Mr. George 
Johnson says, “Of course, one is always at liberty 
to construct his own system, but not to give it an old 
name and pass it off as the system that that name 
covers. But this is exactly what Professor Coe and 
many of his followers do. A substitute may be just 
as valuable as the real article, but it has no right 
to the old name.” He concludes with this striking 
statement: “If the whole scheme of social Christian- 
ity and religious education is not to pass into un- 
workable vaporization, it must be rescued and re- 
Stored to its place by evangelical Christianity.” 

This statement is the more significant taken in con- 
nection with one by Professor Coe himself in this 
very book, in which he is compelled to credit what 
he calls evangelicalism with some noteworthy achieve- 
ments even in the direction of that democratization 
which to him is the central thing in Christianity. “As 
a matter of fact, insistence that all men are sinners, 
that all are subject to the same condemnation, that all 
must meet the same conditions of salvation, and that 
the attitude of God is ‘Whosoever will’, has been an 
appreciable social leveler. Moreover, the thought that 
each of us stands in direct, indefinitely modifiable 
relations with "God, not merely in some fixed social 
stafus, has been an immeasurable inspiration to ‘self- 
development. . It has stimulated education.” 
Professor Coe also admits that “the churches that 
have been foremost in the Sunday-school movement 
are the ones that have been most strongly impreg- 
nated with evangelicalism.” Yet, under the guise of 
an improved educational program, he is engaged in 
cutting away the roots of the tree that has produced 
so much of the fruit that he is anxious for his own 
program to develop. No wonder Mr. Johnson insists 
that religious education must be rescued and restored 
to its place by evangelical Christianity. 

We are working a great program of religious edu- 
cation. But have we examined our platform? Let 
us not assume that we can build that platform only of 
psychological and sociological and pedagogical planks. 
Are the .theological foundations of our platform 
sound? The results of this study would seem to sug- 
gest that it is time to examine them at least. 
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In The Sunday School Times of June 3, 1922, in an editorial article on ‘‘The Future of the International Les- 
sons,’’ brief summaries of Professor Weigle’s tabulated studies of the International Unifcrm and Graded Lessons 


were given, with the percentages and deductions drawn 
Committee, Dr. Sampey, now discloses some unexpect 
deductions were really arrived at, which Sun 
long experience as a member of the International 


the analyses thus made. A member of the Lesson 


and really amazing facts as to how those percentages and 
-school people everywhere should understand. Dr. Sampey’s 
n Committee, together with 


his stand for the fundamentals 


of the Christian faith, give his words exceptional weight. 


S THE Chairman of the Commission of Seven, 
appointed to propose a policy for the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee in the construction 

of lesson courses in the future, Professor Luther A. 
Weigle confronted a most important and difficult task. 
Very naturally he wished a complete and accurate 
survey of the work that had been done by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee from 1872 to the present 
hour. Two of his pupils in the Graduate School of 
Yale University, under his direction, made a careful 
compilation of the facts as to the older Uniform 
Lessons from 1872 to 1917 and the Improved Uni- 
form Lessons from 1918 to 1925. We are not told 
who compiled the data for the International Graded 
Lessons. Concerning the care shown by his pupils in 
compiling the facts as to the Uniform Lessons, Pro- 
fessor Weigle remarks: “They have, in the course of 
their work, counted every verse assigned for study, 
for reference or for devotional reading, throughout 
these fifty-four years, and they have in their posses- 
sion tables showing, for every verse in the Bible, the 
number of times and the dates on which it was used.” 
Dr. Weigle recently presented to the members of the 
Lesson Committee summaries of certain facts brought 
to light in these tables. He also presented three 
charts or graphs showing the percentage of the vari- 
ous books of the Bible covered in the three different 
series. 

In the chart for the Improved Uniform Lessons, 
fifteen columns are wholly black, indicating absolutely 
no use of these fifteen books of the Bible in the 
lessons from 1918 to 1925; in the Uniform chart, gine 
columns are in mourning, indicating that these nine 
books were not at all used in the older Uniform Les- 
sons from 1872 to 1917; while in the chart for the 
International Graded Lessons for seventeen years, only 
two columns remain black. For each book in each 
of the three charts the percentage of use is indicated. 
The mathematical demonstration of the great superi- 
ority of the International Graded Lessons over the 
older Uniform and the Improved Uniform, in the 
attention given to the Bible, is complete. The older 
Uniform Lessons, during a period of forty-six years, 
used only 35.1 per cent of the Bible; the Improved 
Uniform, during a period of eight years, is using 
40.1 per cent; while the International Graded Series 
which offers the pupil lessons extending over a period 
of seventeen years, covers 62.4 per cent of the entire 
Bible. Thus the argument once employed by the 
opponents of the Graded Lessons, that they were not 
thoroughly Biblical, but contained many extra-biblical 
courses, has proved a boomerang; for the Graded 
Lessons assign 22.3 per cent more of the Bible for 
study than even the Improved Uniform Series. Back 
of this argument lies the painstaking investigation of 
two impartial students. Moreover, one of the fairest 
and most gifted professors of religious education to 
be found in all the world stands sponsor for the charts. 

It would seem almost foolhardy to call in question 
the fairness’ of the comparison between Uniform Les- 
sons and Graded Lessons in the matter of Bible study, 
in view of the imposing charts and tabulations ‘thus 
presented by the Commission of Seven. But the 
writer’s long service on the Lesson’ Committee has 
admitted him to the secrets of lesson construction in 
each of the three systems under review. For nineteen 
years he aided in the selection of the older Uniform 
ITessons, and for the past eight years he has been 
Chair.an of the Improved Uniform Lesson Sub. 


committee. Moreover, he was for six years (1908 
1914) a member of the Subcommittee on Graded Les- 
sons, during which time the Lesson Committee re- 
vised and released all of the International Graded 
Lessons, a the Fourth Year Senior Course. It 
would seem t he ought to have a fairly accurate 
knowledge of the Biblical material in the various 
courses that have been issued in twenty-seven years. 

The writer has been an earnest advocate of the 
policy of providing for every lesson in every series 
a suitable Biblical passage for study. Many of his 
suggestions were incorporated in the Graded Series, 
including some very lo passages from the Old 
Testament. It was this first-hand acquaintance with 
the Biblical material in the Graded Series that led 
the writer to ask the chairman of the Commission of 
Seven, at Pittsburgh last April, whether these long 
assignments of whole books and parts of books had 
not been counted as of equal value with the brief and 
carefully chosen selections in the Uniform Series. 
A careful examination of the charts and tabulations 
shows that practically all of the long passages from 
the Old Testament have been counted, and that single 
Epistles and groups of Epistles have also been counted 
as covered in a single lesson assignment. If we per- 
mit the advocate of the Graded Series to put on 
seven-league boots, he will easily leave his plodding 
brother of the Uniform Series far behind. 

From 1872 to the pfesent the Uniform Lessons 
have been exclusively Biblical. If certain Sundays 
were set apart for missions or temperance, it was 
always the thought of the Committee that Bible 
passages should be studied as the basis for the mis- 
sionary or temperance appeal. Millions of persons 
have thus been brought face to face every week with 
a well selected portion of Scripture as the heart of 
every lesson. The average length of these passages 
for forty-six years was twelve verses; and the im- 
proved Uniform Lessons are but slightly longer. 
About ‘a third of the text of the Bible has been 
studied in this thorough way every six or seven years. 

As Chairman of the Subcommittee on Improved 
Uniform Lessons, the writer wishes to disclaim any 
such superiority of these lessons over the older Uni- 
form Series as the tables would indicate. We are 
not averaging fifty-five verses per Sunday’ in our 
lessons, as against twelve verses in the older Uniform, 
In the lesson for March 16, 1924, for example, the 
subject is the Reign of David, and the general Jesson 
assignment includes forty chapters in 1 and 2 Samuel; 
for it is in this wide field that the lesson writer must 
search for the material with which to illustrate the 
reign of David. By counting long assignments like 
this, the Improved Uniform is credited with using 
more of the Bible in eight years than the older Uni- 
form cevered in forty-six years; but the comparison 
is not fair to Vincent and Jacobs and their noble 
colleagues. 

One of the most important things about a lesson is 
to get it studied. The older Uniform Lessons were 
read and studied by many millions of pupils and 
teachers. The Improved Uniform Lessons, especially 
the brief passages for printing in the lesson helps, also 
fall under the eyes of both teachers and pupils. 
Thousands of persons who do not own a Bible are 
thus introduced to many beautiful selections from 
the Holy Scriptures. Quarterlies and other helps con- 


taining the Bible lessons have often proved to be | 


leaves for the healing of the nations. The redemptive 
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message of the Bible finds a large place in the Uni- 
form Lessons. Salyation has come to many hearts 
and homes through the orungeetic messages found 
in this popular system of Bible study. 

Turning to the International Graded Series, we 
note with pleasure that the lessons for Beginners 
and for Primary pupils are predominantly Biblical, 
most of them gloriously so. In the four years of 
lessons originally assigned to Juniors, approximately 
one-sixteenth are extra-biblical, having to do with 
missionary heroes of modern times. Of the four 
years originally assigned to Intermediate pupils, one- 
fourth are extra-biblical; while of the four years of 
Senior lessons, three-sixteenths are extra-biblical. To 
be sure, Biblical passages have been attached to all 
the extra-biblical lessons; but little attention has been 
paid to these selections by the lesson writers. While 
a few publishing houses have preferred the exclusively 
Biblical series issued by the Lesson Committee as an 
alternative course, most of the teachers using the 
International Graded Lessons follow the series which 
has, in the seventeen-year period, two years and a 
quarter of lessons which require little use of Bible. 

How does it happen that the International Graded 
Lessons, though devoting more than an eighth of the 
entire series to non-biblical lessons, average sixty 
one verses per Sunday for seventeen years? rough. 
out the Junior Course for four years rather extensive 
teaching material is indicated, the reading for pupils 
being often much briefer. In the Intermediate Course 
are several assignments that are long enough to satisfy 
those who clamor for a larger use of the Bible in the 
Sunday-school. In the First Year Intermediate (in- 
tended for pupils thirteen years old), Lesson 21 in- 
cludes more than nine chapters; but this is a pygmy 
compared with Lesson 29, which includes “the Books 
of Kings (and contemporaneous history).” It would 
seem that the forty-seven chapters in Kings would 
have been sufficient for a thirty-minute lesson, without 
any reference to the contemporaneous history in 
Chronicles and the Prophets. In the Second Year 
Intermediate, Lesson 23 includes more than ten chap- 
ters; Lesson 7 covers more than eleven chapters; 
while Lesson 20 includes more than fourteen chapters. 

But one must turn to the Second and Third Year 
Senior Courses to see hungry teachers and pupils 
fairly devouring the Bible in great chunks. Luscious 
watermelons on a hot day never disappeared so rapidly 
as do whole books in this Bible-eating contest. In 
the first quarter of the Second Year Senior, one 
hundred and fifty-eight chapters are covered in twelve 


lessons, an average of thirteen chapters to a lesson. - 


Moreover, the graphs show that these long lessons 
were counted; for the black disappears entirely from 
Genesis and Exodus, and falls well below the 60 per 
cent mark in Numbers, a book which receives com- 
paratively little attention elsewhere in the Graded 
Lessons. Who can really teach thirteen chapters 
every Sunday throughout a quarter? In the second 
and third quarters of the Second Year Senior there 
are several lessons of moderate length; but a hun- 
dred and sixty-four chapters are covered in twenty- 
four lessons, or an average of 6.8 chapters per 
Sunday. For Lesson 32, twenty-five chapters of 
Jeremiah are assigned as Biblical material. This ree 
duces the black in Jeremiah’s column almost to the 
40 per cent mark. Possibly the weeping prophet 
would have dried his tears if he could have known 
what wide areas of his prophecies would be assigned 
for study in some of our modern lesson lists. The 
nine: chapters of Amos form a single lesson, and the 
seven chapters of Micah are likewise covered in one 
lesson. Now we begin to understand why in the 
chart of the Graded Series the black fades out-of the 
columns devoted to Prophecy. In Lesson 46 of the 
Fourth Year Senior the assignment includes Ezekiel 
33 to 48, or one-third of the prophecies of Ezekiel. 

An explanatory note in the syllabus issued by the 
Lesson Committee throws light on the presence of 
so many lengthy assignments of Biblical- material: 
“The Bible references in the fourth quarter are in- 
tended to indicate simply the areas within which the 
passages needed for the lesson treatment may be 
found.” .The Lesson Committee did not imagine that 
any one would attempt in thirty minutes to teach all 
the material in a lesson of eighteen chapters. On 
what grounds, then, can a statistician count these ab- 
normally long lessons as of equal value with a corre- 
sponding number of chapters and verses in a series 
in which the assignments are limited to the heart of 
the lesson? Herein lies the fallacy of the com- 
parisons set up by the Commission of Seven. All the 
mathematics in the world cannot give satisfactory 
results, if careful exposition of six hundred verses 
ef the richest Scripture material, in fifty lesson 
periods, and with due regard to the context of each 
brief passage, is counted as no more valuable than a 
hurried glance at six hundred verses of a continuous 
passage, which a teacher tries in vain to cover within 
a single period of thirty minutes. 

The Third Year Senior of the Graded Series also 
gives long assignments. Some of these abnormally 
long lessons were evidently ignored by the makers 
of the charts; for there remains some black in the 
columns representing Matthew, Luke, and John; 
whereas each of these Gospels was assigned as a 
single lesson. Perhaps the conscience of the compiler 
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woke up for a moment in the presence of so many 
lessons from sixteen to twenty-eight chap- 
ters in length. If so, it soon went to sleep again; for 
assignments covering an epistle, or a group of epistles, 
are counted as having been used in the Graded Series. 
The black thus entirely disappears from twenty out 
of. twenty-one columns devoted to the Epistles. Les- 
son 21 covers the thirteen chapters of 2 Corinthians; 
Lesson 22 includes fifteen chapters of Romans and 
seven chapters of The Acts; while Lesson 26 covers 


_ the thirteen chapters of the Pastoral Epistles. No 


wonder the black fades from all the Epistles, with 
the solitary exception of Hebrews; and one cannot 
help wondering why the thirteen chapters of 2 
Corinthians should be counted, while a similar as- 
signment of the thirteen chapters of Hebrews is not. 

Just a word as to the Improved Uniform Lessons. 
The compilers overlooked the fact that during 1918, 
1919, and 1920 carefully selected passages were as- 
signed as additional material for ‘study by Seniors 
and Adults or Young People and ‘Adults. Here is 
lesson material from 1 Chronicles, Job, Ecclesiastes, 
1 Timothy, and 2 John, five books which appear in 
the chart as wholly black. More than 32 per cent 
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of 1.Timothy was definitely assigned for study by 
three or four million people, and yet it is counted 
by the compilers as wholly unused in the Improved 
Uniform. oreover, Romans, 1 John, and Revela- 
tion are not properly included in books of which less 
than 15 percent is used; for more than 20 percent 
of each has been definitely assigned for study by the 
older pupils. 

fence fails for further exposure of the mistakes 
in the tables and charts put forth under the auspices 
of the Commission of Seven. We are told that even 
Homer sometimes nods: surely the gifted Chairman 
of the Commission must have slept the whole night 
through when he accepted as trustworthy the mis- 
leading charts and tabulations which he passed on to 
his colleagues and to the general public. The sooner 
they are withdrawn for correction and saner evafua- 
tion, the better will it be for all concerned. If my 
brilliant and fair-minded colleague has been imposed 
on by the misleading graphs and tables, what ho 
is there that the general public will be able to dis- 
cover the fallacy that vitiates the conclusions arrived 
at and accepted by the Commission of Seven? 

Loutsvitte, Ky. 
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Our Revolution in Bible Study 


That swept every department of our church 
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By a Pastor’s Assistant 











The young pastor’s assistant in a large city church who writes this article is well known to the Editor as a real soul- 

winner and faith-builder. The spirit of his church and the plan which it put into effect so successfully is well 

worth trying by other churches whose es ows am to be tinged in these days with doubters and ill- 
‘ormed tians. , 


dition to-day with regard to the young people 

of our country. If the youth of the present 

are to be the instruments in the future through which 

God will be able to give his message of redeeming 

grace to the lost with a sure and authoritative note, 

Christian workers of the present must grasp the situ- 

ation and.establish our young men and women in the 
great fundamentals of the Christian faith. 

It has been my privilege to be in young people’s 

work for several years and to talk with hundreds of 


Wi: ARE facing a very grave and painful con- 


_ them with regard to the great realities of the Scrip- 


tures. In my community alone it is estimated 
Christian workers that 2 per cent of the young 
people who come out of Christian homes and are le 


astray by modern criticism of the Scriptures and of. 


the Person of Christ are so led because they have had 
only a casual religious education—an education, with- 
out reason in it. 

A young woman reared in one of the best Chris- 
tian homes in an Eastern city said to me: “I believe 
in the deity of Christ because I was told to, but thus 
far have not seén any real reason for believing it. I 
admire Jesus as the greatest man oifr world has ever 
seen, but what is your reason for ‘harping’ so much 
upon his deity when his manhood appeals so much 
to evéry thinking person?” It made ng difference to 
this girl whether Jesus was God or not. When God 
opened this girl’s eyes to the fact that the crucifixion 
apart from Christ's deity was a mere murder and of 
no saving value she became a most earnest and ardent 
worker amongst young people, proclaiming that glori- 
ous Gospel which’ has as. its foundation stone the 
deity of our blessed Lord. j 

In a class one day I happened to mention that Jesus 
rose bodily from the dead. A former Sunday-school 
teacher said, “Bodily! you mean to say that Jesus’ 
body was resurrected — I never heard of such a thing.” 
That ‘portion of the Bible which gives the resurrec- 
tion of: Christ’s body as the assurance of God’s ac- 
ceptance of Christ’s atoning death and the blessed 
assurance of our own immortality, was a closed book 
to-her and she would have agreed with any “Chris- 
tian Scientist” who stated that Jesus in resurrection 
was a “spirit” or a “ghost.” And she’ had under her 
boys and girls from the Christian homes in that 
church. 

In a group of Christian workers the question was 
asked, “How can-we expect that the youth of to-day 
will be saved from falling before the onslaughts of 
modern criticism when there is such a dearth of rea- 
sonable religion?” If Christ is God then young 
people should know that he is God and why he must 
be God. If Christ rose bodily from the dead, then 
we should leave nothing unturned in order that our 
youth should know this great-truth and why it was 
necessary that he should have risen in the body in 
which he died, 

It has been noticed in a canvass of some of the 
Sunday-schools of this city that a fundamental mis- 
take in our Sunday-school teaching is that the teachers 
are giving merely the historical incidents of the Scrip- 
tures and not the vital truths. In talking with a 
Y. W. C. A. worker who has been conducting Bible 
classes for twelve years in cOnferences throughout 
this country, we started to discuss a chapter in the 
book of Romans. Then she disclosed to me this fact 
about her knowledge of the Scriptures. “I ‘know 





about all the books of the Bible, when and by 
whom they have been written, and can give the con- 
ditions prevailing at the time of the writing; but as 
to the meaning of the Bible I cannot tell you any- 
thing.” What a tragedy that this young woman 
should have under her control so many girls and fail 
to grip the marvelous opportunity of unfolding the 
riches of Scripture itself and fit them to cope, 
by establishing their faith in the Christ of the Bible, 
with the conditions and criticisms which they must 
meet on the threshold of womanhood. 

Such conditions are not unusual in many churches 
in my city, and I am sure are true of many through- 
out the country. How, then, are we going to meet this 
condition? This is what we did in our church: 

We called a meeting of all the teachers in our Sun- 
day-school. At that meeting we told them of the 
great eternal responsibility they had in the eyes of 
Christ for the training of the children of their classes. 
We told them what they should teach, and impressed 
upon them the fact that they must teach the Bible, 
not about the Bible, or it wotild be necessary to accept 
their resignation. We then started a class for the 
teachers, where they could come. with their problems 
in the interpretation of the lesson, and give them ex- 
amples of how to present these truths to the young 
people. The classes have been very fruitful. There is 
a marked renewal. of Bible study throughout our 
Sunday-school. Seldom before has any teacher or 
scholar come for information regarding the meaning 
of the Bible. Now they come regularly with their 
questions. They are asking-for good books that will 
outline the Scriptures, in order that they might study 
these questions at home. Books of sound Bible inter- 
pretation are handed out with marked regularity. 

We then started a class on a weekday afternoon 
for the religious instruction of children. These chil- 
dren gathered in great numbers after the daily school 
sessions week after week for fifteen consecutive weeks, 
and were taught the great doctrines of the Scriptures. 
And what a glorious blessing this class was. The 
children. took notes at each class.. At the end of the 
fifteen weeks we had a written-examination. It was 
one of the most glorious hours I have ever spent in 
marking those papers. Over twenty-five percent of 
them received an average of over 95, and over seventy 
percent received an average of over 80. And the ques- 
tions are not easy.. Here are a few of them: 

1. What is God? Give Bible reference to prove your 
answer. 

2; Is God a person? Why? » 

’ 3. Did Christ take away our sins? Give Bible reference. 
Give short summary of how God purchased redemption for 
man. 

4. What do we mean by the deity of Christ? Give Bible 
reference. Why was it necessary for Christ to be God in 
order to bring salvation to man? 


5. Why was it necessary that Christ should rise from the 
dead? 


Besides these there were thirteen other questions 
relating to Christ, the Bible, the Church, and our 
Christian experience. Every one will admit that these 
questions were not easy, even for grown people, but 
these children have answered them accurately. It will 
mean much to them in. the future when they must 
give a reason, if not to the world, to their own hearts, 
for the faith that is within them. 

To our great joy we found that this spirit of 
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Bible study began to permeate the entire membership, 
Special Bible studies were given during the week, 
and the pastor started to give studies on the prayer- 
meeting evening, and the attendance has more than 
tripled during the yedr. Sometimes more than three 
hundred people came to the weekday prayer-meeting 
service for Bible study. But we found that this only 
reached a number of people who were able to give up 
their evenings. So we started this plan: 

We outlined for a certain month Bible readings for 
every day. The Bible readings were in sequence, 
covering an entire book or a whole doctrine in the 
Scriptures. Each reading had a distinct heading, for 
the purpose of having the reader better understand 
that portion of the Bible. One of these leaflets was sent 
to every home in the church, and they were scattered 
through the community. (Each leaflet was small 
enough to be placed ‘in a small Bible.) Then on Sun- 
day evenings during that month the pastor would 

reach a series of sermons on that book or doctrine. 

or instance, if we outlined the Book of Romans for 
the month of April, the pastor would deliver four 
sermons: which would cover that book. We appre- 
ciated that this book could not be covered analytically 
in feur addresses, so we had the people send in ques- 
tions during the week which they were unable to an- 
swer, and the pastor answered them from the plat- 
form on the following Sunday evening. 

We found that this method of Bible study for the 
entire church revolutionized the interest of the people 
in the things of God, and at the close of a certain 
month we were sure that many had a knowledge of 
the Bible that they did not have before, and there was 
a fervent expression of great joy and satisfaction 
from the church-members in having their doubts 
cleared away and their faith fixed in the eternal 
principles and truth of God. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















Ye shall not fear them: for the Lord your God 
he shall fight for you (Deut: 3:22). 


FFFAR is the most destroying of all emotions. Let 
a man really fear and he is at an end of himself. 
Peace satisfies; joy exhilarates; love elevates, but 
fear exterminates. Most of the suicides which take 
place in the world —and there is of late a terrible 
increase of them—are caused by fear. For some 
reason or other, a man comes to fear; and then he 
ends it all—or, at least, he thinks he does — by 
taking his life. Those who fear and do not take 
their lives, live on, but in a life that is death. 

It is a’wonderful thing, therefore, to be delivered 
from fear. Any one who can lift the soul out of 
such an abyss is great indeed; and the man who is 
so lifted is to be greatly felicitated. Thus one of 
the greatest verses in the Bible is Hebrews 2:15, 
where, speaking of Christ and the Christian, it says, 
“And deliver them who through fear of death were 
all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Here is a 
Deliverer and here the delivered. Here Perfect 
Love casts out’ fear. And here the one who is at 
last fearless can say, “There is no fear in love.” 
So this one does not wish ‘to “end it all.” He wants 
to continue it all, so long as life lasts, and then 
throughout eternity. Fear gone, the knees stiffen, 
the’ head is raised, the eyes glisten, there is a song in 
the heart and upon the lips, and the craven man who 
feared looks even at death unafraid. What wonder 
that Christ, when he was on earth, began most of his 
salutations with the words, “Fear not”! He knew 
man’s need and he had come fully and eternally to 
meet it. 

Now, this is what God undertook to do for Israel. 
They were about to enter the promised land. Some 
blessed experiences lay behind them, in which Je- 
hovah had shown himself to be a Man of War of the 
triumphant sort. But also some hard experiences 
a | before them, in which they might have no hope 
of conquest if Jehovah were not on their side. There 
were kingdoms between them and Canaan, and their 
kings were so used to war, so artful and irresistible 
in fighting, that the issue was a foregone conclusion, 
and ‘that of victory for the kings, if God. should not 
take Israel’s part. A flock of kids in the midst of 
a pack of wolves has net much of-a chance unless 
there: be a shepherd strong and true. So the whole 
matter turned upon this question, Where would. Je- 
hovah be and what: would he do? No wonder, then, 
that the children of Israel feared. If you and I had 
been there we should have quaked, from the crown 
of our ‘heads to the soles of our feet. But the ques- 
tion which was asked was answered. and that. bless- 
edly; Jehovah would be there and he would. come 
forth with his arm bared and “with his. sword in hand. 
And hence it was that he sent his message to Israel: 
“Ye shall not fear them: for the Lord your God he 
shall fight for you.” After that I reckon Israel had 
a praise-meeting ; and I am inclined to think that they 
held it before the battle. 


PRINCETON, N. J. 
























































LESSON 8 AUG 
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Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36 


AUGUST 5, 1922 


Golden .Text.—The hand of our God is upon all them that seek him, for good.—Ezra 8 : 22 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Howard A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 

HE late Dr. Lelacheur, of the Christian and 

Missionary Alliance, used to tell of taking a 

caravan into the borders of Tibet. They were 
no better armed than Ezra’s party (v. 22), and in a 
defile in the mountains saw a robber band lined up 
on either side of the road. After prayer, they rode 
forward, through the array of pointed spears, while 
the liers-in-wait (v, 31) seemed to have been para- 
lyzed in their attitude of menace, standing still, with 
spears still pointing across the way, until the mission- 
ary party passed out of sight. 
Our Background Material 

The way the Book of Ezra is divided, the unsatis- 
factory results of the first remnant’s return and the 
reasons for it, the long lapse of years before this 
second remnant’s effort at repatriation, are briefly 
told by Dr. Thomas in his first two introductory 
paragraphs. : 
The work begun under Zerubbabel had .been hin- 

dered by the effort to seduce the remnant into worldly 
association (4:3; compare 2 Kings 17:32) ; by “weak- 
ening the hands of the people of Judah” (4:4), 
which probably meant the withholding of supplies, and 
by complaints to Ahasuerus and Darius (4:5-24). It 
means opposition to live a separated life (compare 
2 Cor. 6:14-18; 2 Tim, 2:19-21). 


The Lesson Itself 

The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in thts issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrephe in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

A good plan for studying this lesson is to use Dr. 
Smelhe’s outline, and make the lessons proceed from 
what Ezra did by the side of the river Ahava. It 
was an incident that afforded great inspiration to our 
forefathers (Dr. Smellie, 1). And in our hurried 
days we do not take enough time for the “pause” (Dr. 
Smellie, 2, 3}. We are guilty of reckless rush Ezra 
was conscious of the fact that he was God’s man, in 
God’s place, doing God’s work, in God’s way, to use 
Hudson Taylor’s phrase. He had “set his heart to 
seek Jehovah, and to do it” (7:10; Mr. Ridgway, 1). 
He was making good. He was consistent. John 
Knox, after he came out of the Catholic priesthood, 
was slow to believe that he was called to preach, 
(compare the introduction to Family Worship), but 
when he did, he exercised upon Scotland, in his life- 
time and afterward, an influence which men have 
dared to compare with that-of Moses upon (dsrael. 
Ezra saw the task through (Mrs. Askew, 2, 3). 
Are any of us in danger of making the tragic failure 
of the girl pictured by Mrs. Askew, 1? 1 

Ezra had a right to lead that band for restoring 
the worship of Jehovah (the theocracy was not re- 
stored), and is at pains to give his descent from 
Aaron, the first High Priest (7:1-5). _This helped 
him to realize that “the hand of the Lord his God was 
upon him” (7:6). The hand of our God can only 
be upon the needy world through us (the Cartoon). 
We are His fingers for his touch of healing and ten- 
derness, It is little wonder that Ezra would not 
decamp from the Ahava until the Levites had been 
rounded up (Dr. Smellie, 4, 5). 

The importance of prayer to get the remnant to 
realize, individually and vicariously, its needs, was 
not overlooked by Ezra (Dr. Smellie, 6, 7). 
fasting was an aid to proper prayer. Should people 
fast to-day? That is one of the questions asked by 
the boys in Mr. Teas’ class, who are teaching them- 
selves this week. How many of their questions can 
you answer? 

Ezra was a good organizér, did not start until he 
was ready (Dr. Thomas, I, 1), and had realized the 
importance of putting on his associates proper re- 
sponsibility (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). That is a holy 
art in Christian service, which will keep choice lead- 
ers from wrecking their health and service. 


The Truth that Is Golden 

_ It is wonderful—that realizing sense that the prayer 
is answered, before one gets up from his knees. The 
Ahava was a place of such victory (Dr. Smellie, 
8,9). Ezra and his party had that experience. Faith 
uses the principle of deduction, as Dr. Ellis shows. 
It had “the evidence of things not seen”—that the 
journey to Jerusalem would be achieved, without ask- 
ing the King for soldiers. Are we “willing to risk 
the logic of Ezra’s conclusion”? (See Mr. Howard; 
Dr. Thomas, in the Heart of the Lesson, Round Table, 


Teaching Points 


“Without faith it is impossible to please Him.” 
The themes of God's books are not chosen as human 


ing; Psalm 107 : 1-9. 


Devotional 
Pameay T aten Deny TL ASY 5 
bn hd = ghd : 28-23, 31, 32, 
Memory Verse : fn fame thy God is with thee whithersoever 
thou goest.— Jos! 


jor Topic : re er for Help on a Journey. 
sson Material : 7:10; 8: 21-33, 31, 32. 
“Memory Verse : If God is for us, who is st us?—Rom. 
: 3%. ° 


ipeermetiots ond Sonic Topic : Ezra: Toquher pnd Landon 
‘eople and Adults: Religious Teachers: A Need 
*Pand an Opportunity. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for priating in the lesson helps is 
7:10; 8: 21-23, 31, 32 


7:10 Fer Esra had set his heart te seek the law of Je- 
hovah, and to do it, and to teach in Israel statutes and 


ces. 

8:21 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, 
that we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek 
of him a straight way for us, and for our little 
for all our substance. 22 For I was ashamed 
king a band of soldiers and horsemen 
the enemy in the way, because had 
king, saying, The hand of our 
seek him, for good; but his power and his wrath is against 
all them that forsake him. we 
our God for this: and he was entreated of us. 

31 Then we departed from the river Ahava on the twelfth 
day of the first month, to go unto Jerusalem: and the 
hand of our God was upon us, and he delivered us from the 
hand of the enemy and the lier-in-wait by the way. 32 
And we came to Jerusalem, and abode there three days. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








authors would choose. The subjects of the post- 
captivity books, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther, Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi, are the faith and service of 
me humanly weak remnant which was true to Jeho- 
vah, ; 


Really to, practise what we preach, really to prove 
our faith by our works, really to stand on the prom- 
ise, “M od shall supply all your needs,” to be 
ashamed to ask a godless world for its yellow lucre 
with which to help to do God’s work,— that is a lesson 
Ezra will help us to learn. 

Ezra was a great teacher. There never was a 
greater need for real Bible teaching than“to-day (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 4, Round Table, 2). Have you been 
reading and pondering the articles in The Sunday 
School Times discussing the Kansas City Convention? 
What, do you think real “religious education” is? 
Are you a teacher—in home or school? 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
What sort of man was Ezra? (Dr. Thomas, ITI, 
) 


How many of Mr. Teas’ questions oa@a yOu answer? 


‘Why did such handfuls, only, of Jews return to 
Jerusalem? 


How do you account for the willingness of the 
kings to permit the restoration? 
PHILADELPHIA. 
ug 


The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


OVA BATSORVES is commanded by the God of 
heaven, let it be diligently done,” said Artax- 
erxes the king (7:23). Let us enter more into the 
spirit of Ezra, who led that little band forth into the 
wilderness, with their load of treasures, and into the 
spirit of the king who placed his treasures at the 
disposal of God and God’s workmen. We need more 
heroism to-day, and more full surrender of our means 
to God’s work, that it may be diligently done. God 
has his vessels of mercy prepared unto glory, for 
you to carry up to heaven from the faraway lands 
of sin. The China Inland Mission has an orphanage 
at a certain station in Shansi, where there are over 
four hundred little children, all of whom were re- 
jected by their parents just after their birth, and 
they would likely have been eaten by the hungry 
street dogs or died of exposure if some Christian 
had not felt the call of God to lead these neglected 
treasures to “that happy land, far, far away.” Is 
God calling you to help? Listen to Him! 


Nracara FA tts, Can. 
C4 


“Books that Stand for the Faith” is the title of a 
leaflet giving a very complete list of books in defense 
of the historic Christian faith (The Sunday School 

tmes Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philddelphia, at 50 
cts. a dozen, $4 a hundred, 5 cts. each). 








This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





Tue Principe or Depuction.—Train pupils 
to reason down from an accepted truth to its 
applications and implications. , 











AITH is deductive. It accepts God’s Word and 

lives as though it were not td be doubted. So 
Ezra felt ashamed to require of the king a band of 
soldiers and horsemen because he had already told the 
king the thing he professed to believe, namely, that 
the hand of God is upon all them for good that seek 
him. If that were true there could be no good rea- 
son except Ezra’s own faithlessness why he should 
not prove it out. But he realized that he must prove 
it under difficult conditions, and so by fasting and 
prayer he and his companions showed the sincerity 
of their dependence upon God instead of upon the 
soldiers of the king. “And we came to Jerusalem” 
is the aaiingly brief story of God’s deliverance from 
the perils of the way; it is the conclusion of the 
practical logic that took God, at his word. 

.We have far more reason than had Ezra to know 
that we can depend upon the fundamental principle 
of his procedure, iy it is possible that few of us 
are as willing to risk the logic of his conclusion.. Is it 
because we know too little of the type of preparation 
at the river Ahava? “None of them that trust in 
him shall be desolate,” and “We know that all things 
work together for good to them that love God,” — 
these and similar Scriptures confirm us in the truth 
of Ezra’s premise, and in addition we have the expe- 
rience of all God’s people since. 

Let us not overlook the fact that Ezra had not only 
a word of God that he knew was to be depended 
upon, but he “had prepared his heart to seek the 
law of the Lord and to do it.” Given these two 
premises to-day have we ‘any reason fiot ‘to expect 
a conclusion just as certain and as satisfying? 


HUNTINGDON, Pa. . 








The Lesson as a Whole | 
By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. | 

I. The Lesson’s Main Message 
Connection. The book of Ezra is in two parts, 
chapters 1 to 6 and 7 to 10. But between the events 
of 6 and 7 there were fifty-eight years (see Lesson 
5). Nothing is known of the returned exiles during 
that time; the story of Esther is all we have. But 
we can infer from. this second return that the re- 
sults of the first were very unsatisfactory, and a 


fresh effort was imperatively needed. It is this which 
was led by Ezra as seen here. 


The Sad Slackness;7~ Somehow matters had de- 
teriorated. The first company had, perhaps, become 
discouraged, especially by the cessation of the build- 
ing of the temple for fifteen years. They had not 
kept up their attitude of separation from surround- 
ing heathenism, but had mingled even to the extent 
of marriage. 


The Satisfactory Start (7:1-26). Ezra now ap- 
pears as the leader, and his first step was to ask per- 
mission from the king. This was at once given, and 
the wording of the decree is quite striking (7:26). 
All who wished coutd go, and adequate provision was 
made. Help on the way was ordered to be given, 
and God and his law were fecognized in various 
ways. Everything seemed thoroughly satisfactory and 
encouraging. (1) 

The Splendid Spirit (7:27 to 8:36). Ezra’s at- 
titude of thanksgiving is very noteworthy (7: 27, 
28), and his spirit of trust in God (8: 21-23). The 
combination of religion and practical common sense 
in Ezra .(8: 24-36) is also Mayne & worthy of at- 
tention. e associated others with himself and laid 
on them a proper responsibility. Then they started, 
and in spite of difficulties and dangers (8:31) they 
arrived safely in Jerusalem and fulfilled the com- 
missions given by the king. (2) 

Devotional Reading: Psalm 107:1-9. (1) The 
calls to praise (vs. 1, 8). (2) Fhe; reasons for 
praise (vs. 2-7, 9). The words are ay appro- 
priate to the circumstances of Ezra. God had “led 
them forth by the right way” that they might go 
to the city where they wished to be. 

Books.—Pulpit Commentary on Ezra (Funk and 
Wagnalls, New York, 51 vols., $2.50 a vol.; sold 
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Lesson for August 20 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 . 


only in sets); Davis’ Bible Dictionary for names 
and places (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4) ; 
“Israel’s Failure and God’s Faithfulness,” by the 
present writer (The Sunday School Times Co., 50 
cts. a dozen, 5 cts. each, or $4 a hundred). 

Il. Reference Material 

Ezra 9:1 to 10:17. ; 

The passage, Ezra 9:1 to 10:17, explains Ezra’s 
work on his arrival. 

(1) Sin (9: I, 2). The law of God had been 
broken and heathen marriages were corrupting the 
Jews and leading them from God. 

(2) Sorrow (9:3*15). The sorrow, repentance, 
confession, and prayer of Ezra. This shows what 
he was as a-religious patriot. 

(3) Separation $US 5-982. The prayer was an- 
swered, thé sin was acknowledged, and the separation 
made. It was hard all around, but God was put 
first, and they were determined to do his will. There 
was nothing else to be done. Separation was. es- 
sential. So it is now (2 Cor. 6: 14-18). When we 
shave done wrong we must retrace our steps at all 
costs. . 


Ill. The Graded Topics 


1. Intermediate and Senior: Ezra: Teacher and 
Leader, Few men in Scripture are nobler than Ezra. 
(1) His readiness, or “skill” (7:6). (2) His thor- 
ough personal preparation (7:10). (3) His loyalty 
to Scripture (7:10; 9:10, 14). ( is acknowl- 
— of God’s mercies (7: 27, . (5) His be- 
lief in prayer (8:21). (6) His trust in God (8:22). 
(7) His recognition of God’s feneetee and power at 
every step (see below, under IV). (3) 

2. Young People and Adults: Religious Teachers: 
A Need and an Opportunity. (1) The Need. Edu- 
cation is a great feature of life to-day, and it cannot 


-.be overestimated. But education without religion 


is perilous because it shuts out the supreme part 
of man’s life, his soul. And so there is constant need 
of religious education. A special feature to-day is 
the irreligion of Bolshevism and anarchy. There are 
Sunday-schools for Socialists, which have nothing re- 
ligious and much that is anti-religious. They only 
meet on Sunday for convenience and Opportunity. 
Nothing but religion will suffice to give true life and 
citizenship. Then, too, there is much ignorance of the 
Bible and of Christianity, and so at state colleges and 
universities Bible schools are being founded to teach 
the Bible. Church colleges are expected to give in- 
struction in Christian doctrine as well: (2) Oppor- 
tunity. All this shows what a need there is for Chris- 
tian teachers, men and women with an experience of 
Christ and a determination.to pass on his truth to 
others. At home, there are Sunday and week-day 
schools, Bible classes, and the Christian ministry. 
Abroad, there are mission stations and hospitals 
where old and-young can be taught what Christian- 
ity is. If we want to use our life to the very best 
advantage we could not do better than take up teach- 
ing or the ministry or missionary work. The need 
and opportunity are equally great, and constitute a 
call to every young man and womgn. (4) 
IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The chief thought in the lesson is suggested by the 
phrase, “the hand of our God,” which occurs six times 
in chapters 7 and 8. It always refers to the Divine 
power exercised on behalf of his people.- Note “our” 
God, also: 
. Request granted (7:6). 
. Journey accomplished (7:9). 
. Strength bestowed (7: 28). 
. Provision made (8:18). 
. Safety assured (8: 22). 
. Protection guaranteed (8:31). 
V. Leading Questions 

Why was it necessary to make a fresh effort to 
go to Jerusalem? 

“Them that honor me I will honor’— How is this 
text illustrated in the lesson? 

How can we distinguish faith from presumption? 
(8: 22.) 

How can we reconcile 8:22 and Nehemiah 2:9? 

Why is the position of a religious teacher the most 
important in the world? 

PHILADELPHIA.. 
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At the River Ahava 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE Ahava is not among the famous streams 

of the world. It does not live in history like 

. the Nile or the Jordan, the Tiber or the Thames. 

It is doubtful if it was a river at all; it may have 
been simply one of the many canals constructed by 
the skill and patience of men in the neighborhood 
of the great city of*Babylon. Yet the Ahava should 
be dear to American Christians. Before the Pil- 
grim Fathers left Leyden for Delft, on their way 
to Southampton and to Massachusetts, their spiritual 
teacher, John Robinson, preached to them frem Ezra 
8:21. He reminded them of what had happened at 
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the Ahava, and he saw its experiences repeated in 
the men and women whom he addressed. (1) 
_Indeed, the Babylonian stream speaks to us all. 


The Ahava was a place of pause. - 

There abode we in tents three days. Outside the 
rush of the mighty metropolis, away from its occu- 
pations and secularities, with the canvas of the pil- 

rim for their only coveriay, the men who were seeking 
ptr. win encamped. They felt that, if God was 
to prosper and to use them, they must themselves 
break loose from the noise, the glamor, and the 
idolatry of Babylon. (2) 

“Cultivate the pause,” was Dr. Chalmers’ advice 
to a student of theology, who had halted in the de- 
livery of his discourse; for often the pause is a sum- 
mons to attention and an aid to impressiveness. All 
children of God need to cultivate the pause. The 
world is too much with us —the world of business, 
the world of amusement, the world of society in its 
spirit and its affections. We must separate our- 
selves from it, if God is to fashion us into fitness 
for his work. For a while, we must forsake Babylon 
and abide in tents, (3) 


The Ahava was, also, a place of increase. ; 

There Ezra viewed the people and the priests. 
And -he discovered that there were absentees; he 
found none of the sons of Levi. The members of 
the sacred tribe were missing, held back perhaps by 
the remembrance of previous failure. But he was 
certain that their presence was essential, and he sent 
his chief men and men of understanding to expostu- 
late with them. The ambassadors were successful. 
They persuaded both Levites and Nethinim to join 
the caravan. (4 . 

God could revive his drooping church, and could 
transform the face of the world, without any human 
assistance. But it nis manner to effect his Dae 
ends through the agency of his people. irst, he 
recalls the children of Levi from their carelessness 
and worldliness, giving a new Pentecost of the Holy 
Spirit to the men and women most closely associated 
with his house. Then he summons the Nethinim to 
their aid. And who were they? The name means 
“Given”; and Jewish tradition says that they were 
the descendants of the Gibeonites who deceived 
remem and whom he gave to the Levites to be their 

ewers of wood and drawers of water. Once aliens 
and false, but now Israelites without guile: thus, 
when God would revisit his heritage, he draws his 
coadjutors from unlikely quarters. He increases the 
servitors and the soldiers whom he can turn to good 
account. (5) 


And the Ahava was a place of repentance and 
prayer. 

Once his troop was assembled, Ezra proclaimed a 
fast. It was.a discipline of the soul even more than 
of the flesh, and an outward symbol of the heart’s 
sorrow for its sin. And the fast led to petition, its 
very restraint upon appetite helping to intensify earn- 
estness. The suppliants sought from God the straight 
way for themselves, for their little ones, and for all 
their substance, On him they leaned absolutely, and 
apart from him they could do nothing. (6) 

If we would rebuild the Lord’s Jerusalem among 
our contemporaries, we have much need to afflict our- 
selves. We shall not rouse them to conviction of 
sin, till our own conviction is more adequate and 
more poignant; nor bring them to a new sensitive- 
ness of conscience, till ours is a nearer walk with 
our Father and Keeper and Friend. And from peni- 
tence we must rise to intercessory and _ sacrificial 
prayer, beseeching the mercy of God not for our- 
selves alone, but for all little and feeble and down- 
cast ones; and then dedicating our resources to him, 
be they little or much, that he may employ them and 
us, just as he wills and when and where. So we 
fast to fruitful issues. (7) 


For, once more, the Ahava was a place of victory. 

We besought our God for this, and he was en- 
treated of us. They were sure of it, though Jeru- 
salem was still hundreds of miles away, and though 
there was no change in their external condition. But 
they were themselves changed, and that was what 
mattered most. “A clouded Face strikes deeper than 
an angry blow.” But now the clouds were gone, 
and the Face of the Lord was shining, and the re- 
vival had commenced in them, and the winter was 
past, (8) 

So God hegins within ourselves, to convince us 
that nothing is too hard for him. He makes our 
peace not fike the “shorn and parcelled” canal of 
the Ahava, but like the triumphant flood of the Eu- 





HAvYE you felt the need of heart-to-heart talks 
from some one who knows what God’s Word 
and God’s Christ offer, of victory over sin, now 
in this present life? You will find a marvelous 
blessing in a new book, “Reigning in Life,” by 
J. East Harrison, just published by The Sunday 
School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1.50. 














phrates, that we may learn what peace he has in store 
for multitudes. Lately I read a sad little poem writ- 
ten by a Jew. It was called, “The Sleeping Messiah.” 
“His hand is closed, because his time is far; With 
sunken head in — he sits and sleeps; Above him 
shines so feebly David’s star; He hears not, though 
his people sobs and weeps.” But our Messiah, our 
God, is different. He does not slumber. He hears 
our cry, and is entreated of us. The place where we 
wait on him becomes the place of victory, and his 
kindness to ourselves is token and preface of his 
kindness to many moré. (9) 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Handle.—Ezra had set his heart to seek the 
law of Jehovah, and to do it (7:10). We have now 
come to the story of the Come-Back. The Salvation 
Army has the slogan, “A mgn may be down, but he 
is never out.” his will apply to the Jews from 
Abraham’s day to this. Ezra was a great leader, and 
the last three words of the text are the secret of him. 
“To do it.’ In every community there is always a 
man, and often several of him, that folks try to get 
into everything. “Why is everybody after Hustler?” 
is asked. “Because old man Hustler gets things 
done.” The Todoit family is not a large one. Do 
you belong,-or are you of the Shuffler and Dodgit 
or Sidestep clan? Maybe that is why you are stuck 
fast in Babylon. You have no handle for God to 
= von up by (Gen. 12:1; Heb. 11:8; Mark 10: 
22). 


Guidance and Protection.—TJo seek of him a 
straight way for us Seb ot 6 There are two ways 
for a people. The “straight way” is not like the 
Wilmington and Northern Railroad, which passes our 
works and which is so crooked as it follows the 
Brandywine to the sea that the late Mr. Simon Seyfert 
used to contend that it ran over the same bridge 
twice! There is but one way for a nation. None but 
God knows that way. . America has always come along 
because she has always had men at the head of her 
who have known how to seek for the “straight way.” 
As I write, things look bad in Europe, with the great 
Russian empire in the hands of atheists and sweeping 
toward central Europe. Some folks are apprehensive. 
I laugh the don’t-you-worry laugh because Great 
Britain has a Premier and a Cabinet that know how to 
govern from their knees—and God is still in his 
heaven. I am not much concerned for the outcome 
when a. Baptist deacon with brains is upon the bridge 
of the old English Ship of State. Whoever rules the 
seas rules the trade of the world, and whoever rules 
the trade of the world — well, to use the slang of the 
street —- will tell the others “where to get: off.”. John 
Bull and Uncle Sam are cousins. Both read the same 
Bible in the same print. I am one of a lot of people 
who have a notion that the Peace Conference at Ver- 
sailles would have eventuated more happily had an 
Ezra been in command of the council. But God is 
good, and we flounder along somehow. But how 
much lost motion and broken machinery and how 
many costly stops might be spared if statesmen would 
take a leaf out of Ezra and always seek God for the 
“straight way” (Psa. 46: 5-7; 1 Peter 3:12, 14). 


How to Be Safe.—/ was ashamed to ask of the 
king a band of soldiers ... and we came to Jerusalem 
(vs. 22-32). Ezra had been letting his light shine in 
Babylon and the court seems to have known the 
quality of his religion. Was it an act of faith or a 
“tempting of Providence” to launch out on that trip 
over a country infested with the pirates of the desert 
with no other protection than the shield of faith? 
How does this compare with “Trust in God and keep 
your powder dry”?’ (Neh. 4:9.) -Of all the houses 
that I have known to be “cracked” by burglars every 
one had a gun or two. The most locked up places 
have been the ones most frequently broken into. Out 
in this part of the country we have Quakers, Mennon- 
ites, Dunkers, Amish. The religions of these people 
have a non-resistant plank in the platforms. No one 
ever breaks through and robs them. Diamond neck- 
laces, ropes of pearls, solitaires, silks, satins, and such 
are not in evidence among these rich and prosperous 
peoples. But it seems that God has a way of taking 
care of those who trust in him. Just the same, how- 
ever, when the other day I had a bunch of hundred 
thousand dollar bonds belonging to an insurance com- 
pany of which I am the treasurer to deliver at Harris- 
burg, sixty miles away, I did not throw them into a 
grip and jump on the cars and go. I sent them by 
mail and insured them, even if it did cost twenty dol- 
lars to do sé. Now what is the difference between 
Ezra and Ridgway? And we came to Jerusalem. 
If Ezra were talking to-day he might say, “By en- 
tirely trusting in God we got there just the same.” 
Of course, Ezra’s was a fine stroke of strategy. He 
fooled them. His defenselessness proclaimed his 
poverty to the desert buccaneers. The safest home is 
the one without bolts, bars, and shutters, and with 
plenty of light. 


COATESVILLE, Pa, 


































From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
it is because thy hand is upon us that we 
are able to meet here to study thy Word. 
All the way thou hast led us, and in every 
hour of need thou hast fulfilled thy good 
promises. We rejoice in thy love, thy ten- 
der care, thy gracious guarding of our way, 
and we pray that we may be courageous in 
undertaking great things in thy name. May 
we learn the joy of dependence upon thee, 
and not upon man. In the name of our Lord 
Jesus we pray, Amen. 

After the Lesson.—"“The hand of our 
God” — that was Ezra’s reason for con- 
fidence. Why should we fear the hand 
of an enemy when God is guarding and 
guiding us? ow a father’s hand 
steadies us in the dark! How gladly we 
follow a father whom we trust! Why, 
you know how you are helped and 
cheered just by the handgrip of a friend 
who is strong and sympathetic and true. 
How much more shall we dare to do 
the hard task, and undertake the new 
work at home, in school or college, or 
business, when in simple trust we look 
to God for his sure guidance and let 
him lead us! Shall we not trust him? 
Let us pray. ; 


UNDER Gon's HAND 


WHY FEAR? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“From out the depths I cry.” 

“Soldiers of Christ arise.” 

“Come ye yourselves apart.” 

“Prayer for pardon and cleansing.” 

“Just as I am, without one plea.” 
“Encamped along the hills of light.” 
“Come with hearts rejoicing on this happy 


“Faith of our fathers! living still.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
trical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 107 : 1-9 (2t9 : 1-3). 
Psalm 126 : 1-6 (261 : 1-3). 
Psalm 106 : 1-48 (217 : 1-3). 
Psalm 24: 1-10 (50 : £-3). 
Psalm 142: 1-7 (286 : 1-3). 


4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all.‘ Do not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for ten cents in stamps. All read- 
ers-are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 


Short illustrations, of from 75 to 150 words, 
are greatly preferred. They will be accepted 
ahead of longer ones equally good. 

Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 

Enabled.— According to the. hand of 
Jehovah his God upon him (7:6). I 
have read of herrings, that they will 
swim through the ocean for a week 
without weariness. Did you ever see 
how beautifully a fish swims? And 
when God creates a thing for a purpose, 
depend upon it, he never makes a bungle 
of it. Is God going to make a bungle 
of you or of me, and yet equip a fish 
to fulfil its function in life? You can. 
not think so. God is going to qualify 
us by his grace that we shall be enabled 
to live and serve him in our environ- 
ment, whatever that may be, to his glory. 
—From Dr. H. Montgomery, m Kes- 
wick Week. Sent by the Rev. W. Has- 
lam, B.D., Oswaldtwistle, Lancashire, 
Eng. Prize illustration. (1) 


Real Education.—For Esra had set 
his heart to seek the law of Jehovah 
(v. 10). “O Lord,” prayed an old wo- 
man for a young man about to enter 





the Christian ministry, “he is a fine young }, 


man, and he has a good education in 
his head, drop it a foot, Lord.” She 
knew that it is “the heart and not the 
brain that to the highest doth attain.” 


«surface. 
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Wise old woman.—From the Rev. John 
Moore, in Homiletic Review. Sent by 
W. E. Griffin, Atlantic City, N. J. (2) 


Not Always Pruning.—The hand of 
our God is upon all them that seek him, 
or good (8:22). People talk as if the 
lessed Master only got fruit out of us 
with a prunin’ knife,— always standin’ 
over us, an’ a-cuttin’ here, an’ a-loppin’ 
there. Why, bless his name, sunshine 
and showers, and the gentle south winds 
have a deal more to do with a bunch of 
grapes than prunin’ knives have. We 
o want a bit o’ prunin’ now and then, I 
dare say, but don’t ’e go a-thinkin’ about 
the dear Lord as only standin’ over us 
for that. A-standin’ there with all -his 
kindness and care — why, he is trainin’ 
the branches, and is watchin’ over us, 
and wardin’ off blights, and keepin’ off 
enemies, — slugs and snails, and such 
like, that do harbor in a man’s soul; and 
his gentleness and lovin’ care have a 


deal more to do with the fruit than the} 


knife has.—From Mark Guy Pearse, in 
“Daniel Quorm.” Sent by Emma C. 
Fisk, Boonville, N. Y., and also by Mrs. 
en Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


The Unbeliever’s Tragedy. — His 
power and his wrath is against all them 
that forsake him (v.22). Ina large manu- 
ong A town a man lay on his death- 
bed. ile well and strong he and his 
son both professed to be infidels. But 
under the test of his latest days his con- 
fidence in his unbelieving principles broke 
down; there was nothing in them to sus- 
tain him. His son, desirous that his 
father should die as he had lived, went 
to fortify him, and said, “Father, be a 
man and stick to it.” “Ah!” he replied, 
“but there is nothing to stick to.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by L A. 
Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 

The Deep Vision.—We . : . besought 
our God for this: and he was entreated 
of us (v. 23). Those whose business it 
is to detect the presence of a submarine 
lying below the surface of the water, 
tell us that this cannot be done so long 
as the observer himself is only on the 
However much he may peer 


down into the waters below him, he 
can only see to the depth of a few feet. 
In order to see the submarines he must 
rise above the water in an airship, and 
circle around the suspected area. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


As he 





rises up, the depth below water which is 
visible to increases, until, in the 
shallower waters, he can see the bottom 
itself. If we would learn of the deep 
mysteries below us, we must look down 
upon them from the ee of prayer. 

e shall never fathom them so long as 
we stay on the surface.—From the Sun- 
paid at Home, Sent by William Farrant, 
Gloversville, N. ¥. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTE.—Read all of chapters seven 
and eight for details to complete the 
story of Ezra’s a ape gr and journey 
to Jerusalem.. Blocks on the sandboard 
or table may indicate Babylon and Jeru- 
salem, so that the journey may be traced. 
Lesson Teaching—God guides and 
guards his people. 


Review.—When fae Esther and 
Mordecai fasted and prayed to save the 
lives of their people, bod. heard and an- 
swered, and was ready to help them. 
(Recall some of the incidents of last 
Sunday’s story.) 

We learned too how God was ready to 
a and guard those captive oe who 

ad permission to return to Jerusalem 
to rebuild, God’s temple there. When 
enemies hindered and stopped their work 
God sent prophets to encourage them 
to go on with the building until at last 
the temple was finished and dedicated to 
God’s worship. 


Lesson Story.—When that first group 
of; Jews returned to Jerusalem there 
were many others who chose to stay 
near Babylon, From time to time news 
came back about the Jews who had 
gone. Children who lived near Baby- 
lon heard about the land which God 
had given to their people. As they grew 
up some of them wished to go there, 
because they had never seen it. 

Among these was a man named Ezra, 
who set his heart on going and leading 
a band of Jews on the "| to Jeru- 
salem. Ezra studied d’s laws. He 
was also a favorite with the king Arta- 
xerxes, who granted his request about 
going to Jerusalem. 

The king issued a decree that any of 
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the priests or people who had a mind 
to make the oaruer with Ezra might 
do so; also t everybody should un- 
derstand that the king had given per. 


mission to carry silver and gold as the ~ 


and his-counselors to 


et of the kin 
”s temple ; also that the people should . 


give money to help to buy the animals 
which would be needed. Waser was 
left Ezra was to use as he thought best. 
If more was needed he should ask the 
| for it. 

he king wrote letters asking other 
governors beyond the river (along the» 
way which Ezra would travel) to furn- 
ish money, wheat, oil, salt, and other 
things, and not to ask any taxes from 
Ezra and his people. King Artaxerxes 
also told Ezra to appoint judges to pun- 
ish wickedness. 

_Ezra felt so happy because of the 
king’s kindness and generosity that he 
thanked God and prayed that he would 
guide him to plan right and to guard 
him during the long journey. 

The first thing to do was to find out 
who wanted to go, so “Ezra chose a 
place to meet near a river. It was really 
a camp, for tents were set up. Priests, 
singers, porters, and many people came. 
Ezra. made a list of these travelers and 
explained about the journey. They 
waited several. days; they fasted and 
prayed that God would guide and gdard 
them and show them the ot way. 

King Artaxerxes was willing to send 
soldiers and horsemen to protect them, 
but Ezra felt ashamed to ask for any, 
because he had-told the king that “the 
hand of our God is upon all them for 
good that seek him.” Ezra’s motto must 
have been: “In God We Trust.” He 
believed the Shepherd Psalm: “I will 
fear no evil, for thou art with me.” He 
knew God’s promise: “Jehovah thy God 
is with thee whithersoever thou goest.” 
Ezra felt like our song— 

“How strong and sweet my Father’s care, 

That round about me like the air, 

Is with me always, everywhere, 

He cares for me.” \ 
(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 33 
cts., postpaid.) 


Then Ezra chose twenty-two honest 
men to watch over and take care of the 
money and treasures to keep them safely 
during the long journey. 

Once again before leaving their camp, 
they all prayed by the river that Go 
would watch over to guide and guard 
them. Then they started. God heard 
their. prayer and helped them all the 
way. They could not travel the. short- 
est way across the desert, but followed 
the river for a long distance, so as to 
have water for the travelers. When 
they reached good country where things 
grew, they turned southward, and finally 
reached Jerusalem safely after a four- 
months’ journey. They were glad to 
rest three days before they counted over 
the money and treasures and found 
everything all right. Then they plan- 
ned to make a glad offering to God for 
all his goodness. 

The people in Jerusalem must have 
been glad to welcome these newcomers 
who were to live among them. They 
felt like our Pilgrim Fathers, who set- 
tled America, who rejoiced greatly one 
day to see the sail of another ship which 
brought relatives and friends and fresh 
supplies. Ezra surely thanked God many 
times for His guidance and care. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


I. “Carrying on,” and (2) “obscure 


work” for girls. 














WE WHO teach girls know that 
there are always two particularly 
difficult points in working with them, and 
in their own work, namely, (1) “carry- 
ing on” with what they have begun 
well enough, but have lost ;the first en- 
thusiasm for, and (2) working cheer- 
fully in obscure places with little or no 
immediate recognition of their efforts. 

Novelty always makes its powerful 
appeal to youth, and they will swing off 
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Lesson for August 28 
Ezra 7:1 to 8: 36 


into some new plan or movement with 
abundant enthusiasm. But with the in- 
evitable discouragements which surely 
follow, the enthusiasm lags, and it is 
hard indeed to find the girl who will 
on the work to a finish. Again, 
while teen-age young folk heartily dis- 
like = conspicuous socially, girls do 
love work in the open, with “the others,” 
_ + ular work. 
ebecca is twenty, has had a year of 
college and a yee in business upon a 
background of good Bible training 
throughout her young life, and her love 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


In Ezra there is expressed a sentiment 
which is unique in all the Holy Scriptures. 
Yet it is something which has doubtless 
been felt by every praying, trusting child of 
God. It simply took Ezra to put it into 
words; nobody seems to have thought to do 
it, but the plain, blunt-speaking scribe who 
“had prepared. his heart to seek the law of 
the Lord, and to do it, and to teach in 
Israel statutes and judgments.” This gem 
of thought breaks out in chapter 8, verse 22: 
“For I was ashamed to require of the king 
a band of soldiers and horsemen to help us 
against the enemy in the way: because we 
had spoken unto the king, saying: The hand 
of our God is upon all them for good that 
seek him; but his power and his wrath is 
against all them that forsake him.” 

Now yuu have confessed it, now you have 
said it, now you have borne your testimony: 
are you really living up to it? 

It is not so much of a test to stand in the 
safe confines of the palace, protected by its 
surrounding walls and well-organized armies 
and say God’s mighty hand makes secure 
the traveler in the wilderness; but once out- 
side and beyond this visible. protection, out on 
the margin of the desert, with night settling 
down and darkness offering a covering for 
bandits and bloodthirsty robbers, with chil- 
dren crying, with suspicious-looking chests 
in the baggage — ah, then, it is another mat- 
ter altcgether, unless one has a nerve steeled 
by faith in God. One momentary fleeting 
regret, then Ezra’s face is covered with 
shame at the thought of asking the king for 
an armed escort, though no doubt it would 
have been freely granted. Ezra blushed to 
compromise God even in thought. Would 
you? 


Greenssoro, N. C, 
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for little children has made her a first- 
rate geacher in the Primary Department 
of her Sunday-school for almost two 
—_ past, but—‘“I’ve worked there 
ong enough, let some other girl do 
that for a while, I’m going back to Mrs. 
Brown's big class of young people. They 
have so much fun and they need me 
right now on that social committee. Any- 
way, I can do that kind of work much 
better than I can teach, and I don’t 
like the way that department superin- 
tendent treated me at all,” said Re- 
becca to a friend. A couple of weeks 
later, when the little girls of her old 
class met and just begged “Miss Re- 
becca” to “be our teacher again,” she 
admitted, “I do feel. bad about leaving 
them, but I can’t help it now; somebody 
has to do that class-work, and it is just 
as important as any other.” (1 

Certainly our lesson to-day offers us a 
fine opportunity to impress our girls 
with the supreme importance of teach- 
ing God’s Word and of persisting in an 
undertaking for and with him until it is 
finished, 

If Ezra had not “set his heart to Seek 
the law of Jehovah, and to do it, and to 
teach in Israel statutes and ordinances,” 
that first return of the exiles to Jeru- 
salem, even their rebuilding of the temple, 
would have borne short-lived fruit in 
the history of Israel. For along with 
this good work had grown up a for- 
bidden practise, the intermarrying of the 
Jews with their foreign neighbors, which 
would in time have undermined all the 
pure worship of Jehovah. But, fong 
after that first joyous thrill of that re- 
turn from exile had passed — almost 
sixty years later— Ezra set in motion 
another return, and a careful reading of 
chapters 7 and 8 will show your girls 
that this return was not as popular as 
that first (had some rumors of its diffi- 
culties cooled the enthusiasm of the 
others who were doing well enough in 
their Babylonian homes?), so that Ezra 
had to work and plead and pray to get 
his band together for that hard four 
months’ journey. (2) 

But he did it, by “the good hand of 
his. God upon them,” so gratefully rec- 
ognized always by this faithful scribe. 
And so can you, tired teacher, and your 
discouraged girls, too, carry on that un- 
finished task over which their first en- 
thusiasm has waned, if you will adopt 
Ezra’s methods and rely upon the good 
hand of that same good God who was 
Ezra’s strength. (3) 

And oh, can you not thrill your girls 
with the love for your chosen work — 
teaching — which will win those among 
them who are fitted for it to devote 
themselves to it, even though it is the 
“most old-fashioned thing. to do in all 
the church, and is not a bit thrilling” in 
their present estimation? The story of 
Ezra’s brave work upon his arrival in 
Jerusalem ought to help you. It did 
not stand out in his own time as did 
Nehemiah’s_ wall-building, but it has 
lasted to this very day, keeping God’s 
people what he intended them to be to 
the end of time,-a separate race. 

Unless your church is the unusual one 
ing can bring your illustration right home 

y showing your girls how truly they 
are needed as plain, old-fashioned Sun- 
day-school teachers; that the best among 
them are needed in that work, as soon 
as they. are prepared for it, even more 
than in any other branch of the king- 
dom, and that although it may not now 
attract nOtice and -praise in the doing 
like other places of leadership, its last- 
ing results will outweigh all others ex- 
cept the preaching of the Word, in some 
instances beyond that also. 

Will not some of them, to-day, take 
Ezra’s purpose for their own, and “set 
their hearts to seek the law of Jehovah” 
now, while they ate in their training 
years, that they may do it and teach it, 
as he did, by both example and word of 
mouth, sure that the good hand of God 
will be upon them till they hear that 
coveted, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant; enter thou into the joy of thy 
Lord”? for. he, too, was a teacher and 
delighted in that title. 


Home Study 


Read Psalm 107 and trace that “good 
hand” there. 


Decatur, GA. 
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The Week Day 
| Church School Movement 


Over 200 cities and towns carried on religious instruction 
during the last school year 


Schools numbered 700 
Children enrolled, about 50,000 
The increase in schools was about 300 per cent during the year 


This rapid growth is indicative of the distinct, heartfelt need of religious 
education in our school system of education and it is destined to become 
an agency of major importance in the education of American childhood 
and youth, ° 











To aid pastors and churches THE Boarp or PuB.icaTIon acts as a bureau 
of information on all questions of religious education. Rev. Walter Al- 
bion Squires is Director of this work, and has written a book on the 


The Week Day 





RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION PROVIDES 


tor Church School 


Jivise ee 
Brak a Gir.) eemnecanesmasmoesemmeammaneents 


THE WEEK-DAY CHURCH SCHOOL 
GIVES THE PROTESTANT CHILD A CHANCE 





Cloth, 168 pages. $1.25, postpaid. 


It gives extensive information on 
all problems associated with this 
movement, and many graphic 
charts are distributed through the 
One of the many charts book clearly explaining statistical 
contained in the book. | points which need emphasis. 

















The Westminster Text-Books of Religious Education 


These books have been written to enable churches to unify their educa- 
tional work by the use of a correlated course of study. They contain 
material for the Sunday School classes, the Week Day Church School 
classes, and for Christian Endeavor Societies, or similar expressional 
organizations. ‘ 

The Material Available Follows: 


Janior Department 


FOLLOWING JESUS DAY BY DAY 


By Ethel W.Trout 
First Year, Part Three 


Paper, 50 cents each part, postpaid 
Intermediate Department 


COD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 
Through Patriarch and Prophet 
By Walter Albion Squires, B.D. 


GOD REVEALING HIS TRUTH 
ll. Through His Son 
By Walter Albion Squires, B.D. 
Cloth, $1.25 each, postpaid 


The year’s material for each department is also available in individual 
cloth volumes, the price of these books will be given on application. 


Primary Department 


GOD THE LOVING: FATHER 


By M. Florence Brown 
First Year, Parts One, Two, and Three 


Paper, 50 cents each part, postpaid 


. Janior Department 


JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 


By Ethel W. Tromt 
JESUS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
FOLLOWING JESUS DAY BY DAY 


(Oue Book) 
By Ethel W. Trout 


First Year, Part One 





First Year, Part Two 


Descriptive Leaflets sent upon request 








AND SABBATH SCHOOL WORK 
(THE WESTMINSTER PRESS) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. St. Louis, 411 N. Tenth St. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Nashville, 711 Church St. San Francisco,278 Post St. 
‘ lanta (Co/ored), 200 Aubura Ave. 


Pittsburgh, ite Building, Sixth Avenue and Wood Street 




















How! Know God Answers Prayer 


A new book by Rosalind (Mrs. Jonathan) Goforth, missionary in China since 1888. Mrs. Goforth 
knows because she has proved it—from guidance in the smallest details of life to deliverance in life and 
death struggles. Ain intimate and wonderful record reminding one of the life of George Mueller, 
$1.25, postpaid. 











The Sunday School Times Company, “1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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A Guide to Biblé Study 


By Harry E. Ricuarps, A.M., M.D. 


SYSTEMATIC course of lessons 

from Genesis to Revelation, the. le itself 
potng Se object of study. Suitable for use in 
Sunday School Classes, Adult Bible Classes, 
the Home Department, Y.M .C.A. and ¥.W.C. 
A.C . Schools and Colleges, and in Per- 
sonal Study. 


Consecutive Study of the Entire Bible 

The Sunday School Times: “ Rings true to 
the inspired Word of God.” 

Christian Endeavor World: “ A very prac- 
tical and helpful work.” 

Watchman-Examiner : ‘immensely valuabie 

for the family study of God’s Word. 

Junior Coarse (Parts 1-3, in one vol.), cloth, $1,75 

Advanced (Parts 4-7, in one val cothy 20 

te parts, paper, each L 





enter Part 1—Genesis to Ruth. 
‘ouree ‘* a—1 Samuel to Nehemiah. 
“* 3—The Gospels and The Acts. 


Part 4—Genesis to 2 Samuel. 
“« 5—s Kings to Nehemiah (por- 
Advanced 
Course 


tions of nine prophetical 
ks). 
“ 6—Life of Christ. 
“ g--The Acts and the Epistles. 
At ail Bookiellers, or from 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS American Branch 
35 West 32d Street, New York 




















You Must Own This Book 


From Genesis to Revelation 
By MiLprep Berry 
$2.00 
What three Christian stalwarts say of it 


“It is perfectly sound.”” Theron H. Rice (So. 
Presbyterian.) 

** By reading a chapter a day, a month’s time 
will give the reader a better knowledge of the 
Bible than he has ever had before.” J. A. Sing- 
master ( Lutheran.) 

‘Of remarkable value.” John Timothy Stone 
(No. Presbyterian.) 

Make up your mind to order now. From the 
nearest book seller or 


The Macmillan Company, 64-66 Fifth Ave. 








NEW YORK CITY, N. Y. 


PREACHERS AND TEACHERS 
A LABOR-SAVING TOOL 


indexes and Files Almost Automatically 


**There is nothing to compare with it.’"— Dr. Griffith Thomas 

As valuable tol — The Sunday School ish 
great Pp. speedy. ane f . 

“To be without reserve. "’— The Continent. 


Send for circulars, or the Index itself on approval. 
WILSON INDEX CO., Box A, East Haddam, Connecticut 


A simple, practical, supple- 
mentary set of Hand Work 
to be used with the INTER- 
NATIONALGRADED 
LESSONS for Beginners 
and Primary grades. Some- 
thing for the child to do 
every Sunday in the year. 
‘The material for the ¢hild 
is ALL repared. A 
Teacher’s Handbook. 


pant stamp for Specimen 
ages. 
MILLER PUBLISHING CO., Salamanca, N. Y. 


Nave’s Topical Bible 
PAY US $1 DOWN AND $1 PER MONTH 


All Scripture arranged according to subjects. 
A STUDY BIBLE 

It is a Bible, C y. a History, 
Concordance Ly Sony and Subject Index com- 
bined. Catalogue free. Good terms to agents. 


NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL SOCIETY 
427 t., Chicago, Hil. 





























S. Dearborn S' 











The Northwestern Bible and 
Missionary Training School 

















LAY UP, FOR YOURSELVES Would you love to 

have your own Na- 
TREASURES IN HEAVEN tive Trained Mis- 
sionary? and sup- 
port him for $1.20 a week ? Pray for him by Name? 
Have his report ? Would you love to support one 
for some loved one ? for a memorial ? for the Lord 
Jesus ? Write REV. H. A. BARTON, Sec’y, Box E, 
473 Greene Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y.., for free literature. 
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From the Boys’ Lookout 
By Paul Teas 





How the Boys Teach Themselves 
- This Week 


One-minute “exams” for everybody in 
the class,and no excuses accepted! 











| 
How about letting the boys do most 
of the thinking and talking to-day? 
This “Ezra lesson” affords a fine op- 
portunity to go around the circle and 
et areryeeny say something, including 
those who usually just “sit by and lis- 
ten.” 

The plan consists of preparing as many 
questions as there are boys in the class, 
and either handing them out in advance 
or distributing them at the beginning 
of the study hour. Number the ques- 
tions, but see that they are well shaken 
up before ay give them out. It’s better 
to have the answers come first from 
one’ side of the class, and then the other, 
than to follow around the group*in suc- 
cession, 

If you have twelve or more pupils, you 
will find it better to limit each one to ex- 
actly a minute until you have gone once 
around the class.. Then when every one 
has recited, the remaining time can 
given to general discussion of whatever 
question any pupil may wish to, bring 
up again. 


sion on these fifteen questions, which 
ee have interest for other boys as 
well: 


1. Was it a sign of weakness, or of 
strength, that Ezra and his people “hum- 
bled themselves before God” at the be- 
ginning of their pilgrimage?. Why? 

2. Do you think things would be any 
different to-day, if it were the common, 
ordinary — for people to ask God’s 
blessing upon business ventures, journeys, 
and so on, before they started them? 
If so, different in what way? 


3. Can you tell us about any experi- 
ence of your own that turfed out dif- 
ferently from the way it would have, 
because you prayed over it in advance? 


4. Can you tell us about any experi- 
ence of yours that you think would have 
turned out other than it did, if you had 
prayed over it first? 

5. Should people “fast” to-day when 
they come to God in prayer over some 
especially important thing? If not, why 
was it so necessary in Ezra’s time? 

6. If you were traveling to-day 
through a wild desert, infested with 
robbers, as Ezra and his party were, 
practically unarmed, and carrying $2,- 
500,000 in treasure, how would you feel 
about the need for a guard? , 

7. Would it be “businesslike” to-day 
to risk one’s own life and the welfare 
of others, as Ezra did, in starting out 





without a guard? Why2 

8. What do you think would be the 
result, if exactly the things that are de- 
scribed in this lesson were to occur to- 
day? 

9. Do you think that this principle of 
absolute trust in God would ‘be a safe 
one for whole nations to apply to their 
plans of defense to-day? Why 

10. What do you think would have 
been the result, if we as a nation had 
trusted in God to protect our merchant 
ships and people upon the seas in 1915 
and afterward, instead of going to war? 
Why? 

11. What difference, if any, would it 
make, if you were to start out to-mor- 
row morning to take the last part of 
verse 22 for your life motto? 


12. What kind of “treasures” has God 
= us to guard, in the sense that the 

emple treasures were put in Ezra’s 
care to be delivered safely in Jeru- 
salem ? 

13. Which do you think was the more 
important to these Jews: to get them- 
selves safely to the journey’s end, or to 
keep the Temple treasure safe from rob- 
bers? Why? 

14. Which would you say was the 
more important for Christian people 
to-day: to prosper and succeed for 
themselves, or to make sure that they 








The “Sentinels” put in a lively ses-! 


| 
| 


with a caravan across the desert, and | 





are always properly representing their 
Heavenly King? Why? . 

15. Do you believe that such trust and 
confidence in Divine care as these peo- 
ple showed could ever be rewarded 
differently from the way expressed in 
verse 31? Why? 


Don’t follow these too literally unless 
they really fit your group. orkin 
out your own questions with care and 
prayer will be better than using the 
above. 

To peepere a lesson this way takes 
more work than one in which the teacher 
is-more prominent; but an occasional 
Sunday that makes the boys feel that the 
class is really theirs, can be made a sure- 
enough red-letter day, and such a pro- 
gram as this will help build that spirit 
up and keep it up. 


For Next Week’s_Lesson 


(To be assigned in. advance for home- 
work.) ; 


What is the most important thing that 
prayer does for us? 

Do you think that God does things for 
people in answer to prayer that he would 
not do anyhow? hy do you think so? 

What was it that gave Nehemiah such 
remarkable influence with the king, as 
shown also in the first nine verses of 
chapter 2? 

Would Nehemiah have been able to 
get God’s support in this time of special 
need, if he had not cultivated the habit 
of prayer through a lifetime? Why?. 

Hupson, Ono. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Bessie E. Stockwell 





August 27. Lessons from God’s Out-of-Doors. 
Psa. 8 : 1-9. 

September 3. Better Giving. Acts 20 : 31-35. 
(Consecration meeting.) 

September 10. God’s Commands and Our 
Obedience. Psa. 119 : 33-40. 

September 17. Getting an Education. Prov. 
Q : I-11. 


Sunday, August 20 


Following and Setting Good Examples 
(2 Chron. 24: 15-19; 26 : 3-5) 


Mon.—The Supreme Example (1 Peter 2: 21- 
25). A train despatcher, realizing how dis- 
astrous it would be for engineers to run 
without orders, committed himself to the 
Life Despatcher. Jesus “committed him- 
self” to his Father for the carrying out of 
eternity’s program. Whese program are 
you cerrying out? 

Tues.—Paul’s Inspiring Example (1 ‘Thess. 
236, 9). 


“Then with a rush the intolerable craving 

wer ip throughout.me like a trumpet 
call, — 

Oh, to save these! to perish for their 
saving, 

Die for their life, be offered for them all!” 

Wed.—Example to Set (: Tim. 4:12). “If 
our young folks do not mingle in worldly 
amusements they will be left alone,” par- 
ents are complaining. Why not start some- 
thing in our society to show others how 
to be happy in. ways that please God? 

Thurs.—Following Christ’s Way (Col. 3: 12- 
14). The “Jesus Way” is the love way. 
The winning of one soul to Christ will 
kindle his love in your heart. Oh, to love 
him and others till the heart hurts! 

Fri—A Christian Pattern (Titus 2:7, 8). 
“That you may be men of transparent 
character,” Paul prays for the Philippians. 
If men read our sincerity and purity of 
life they will respect the Christ whom we 
worship. 

Sat.—Following God (Eph. 5:1, 2). Heathen 
worshipers of licentious gods become like 
them, and bring upon themselves terrible 
judgment. Our God pleads: “Be ye holy, 
for I am the Lord thy God.” He is able 
to cleanse and- keep cleansed. 


W HAT an encouragement and a 
warning come to the Christian who 
lets his thoughts travel down the line 
of kings of Israel and Judah, observing 
how each one “whose heart was perfect 
toward God” was used in the blessing 
of all his compatriots, while all who 
worshiped idols brought misery upon 
their generation. We may seem colossal 


AUGUST 5, 1922 





Missionary 
Training Institute 


Nyack-On-Hudson, New York. 


Oe 


Founded in 1882 by Rev. A. B. Simpson, 
Rev. Paul Rader, President. 
Rev. W. M. Turnbull, Dean. 


Presents Christ as Saviour, Sancti- 
fier, Healer, and Coming King. 
Motto : The Whole Bible to the Whole World 


Thoroughly consecrated young 
men are wanted to prepare for 
pioneer missionary service in 
new fields which are being opened 
by the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance. Men are trained also 
for effective £osrel ministry in 
the home land. A limited num- 
ber of women also can be ac- 
cepted for this fall. 


~ Next term opens 
September 12, 1922. 
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Gordon College 


OF THEOLOGY AND 
MISSIONS 
Boston, Massachusetts 
Graduate school and college 
standards, courses and degrees. 


iberty, 
evangelical unity. 
Natuan R. Woop, President. 























failures in our service, but if we love 
him with all our hearts he will make 
us a blessing. 

One woman, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, whose very presence is a bene- 
diction, has been such a precious (though 
unconscious) example of true disciple- 
ship that many a life in her church bas 
been kept true to the Master through 
the years. Only eternity will measure 
her influence, 

A heartache comes to many putes and 
Intermediate superintendents because of 
the lack of Christian manhood. They 
dare not point to one and say, “There 
is a man of God,” for the chances are 
some little fellow will pipe up, “He uses 
tobacco when nobody’s looking,” “M 
father says he is dishonest in business,” 
“He doesn’t practise what he preaches,” 
or. reveal some other defect in his char- 
acter. No wonder the Lord once ex- 
claimed, “My heart is broken because of 
my prophets!” 

Truly, we are to be imitators of God 
but because in our own strength we shall 
never become like him, he has promised 
to come and make his home in our 
hearts, so directing our lives as to make 
them a joy forever. “We need the pow- 
erful motive of his life and love, yes, 
and the force of his indwelling Spirit, 
to enable us to live out his life in our 
daily conduct and conversation,” says 
A. B. Simpson. It is not a pattern that 
we need, but a powerful, indwelling 

resence. “Christianity is Christ.” Let 

im in! 

How may we become worthy leaders? 
—If we will give up to the living God, 
as did Isaiah and Jeremiah, he will di- 
rect our leadership. 

What human example has inspired 
you?—Stephen, looking up to Jegus 
while being stoned, his- face shining wih 
joy, thrills me with a desire to be fatth- 
ful to our Lord Jesus Christ in life and 
in death. 


What do you do that you would not 


.wish others to imitate?—God grant that 


our list of shortcomings may be swal- 
lowed up in his overcoming! 


Norwoop, On10. 
w 


The Sunday School Times’ books per- 
petuate the weekly message. A catalogue 
sent on request. 
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Lesson for August 29 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 





For Family Worship 
Great Conntatlanttiages League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 
as the International Uniieew Dunder 


Lessons, issued by 
Sunday School Lesson 
God’s Preparation of Leaders 


N CONNECTION’ with all that is 

said in this week’s readings concern- 
ing God’s call and preparation of leaders, 
attention is called to the following com- 
ment by “C. H. M,” from his Notes on 
the Book of Numbers: ‘ 

“Whenever the Lord places a man in 
a position of responsibility, he will both 
fit him for it and maintain him in it. 
It is of course another thing altogether 
if a man will rush wnsent into any field 
of work, or any nee of difficulty or 
danger... . But w God calls a man 
~to a certain position, he will endow him 
with the needed grace to occupy it. He 
never sends any one on a warfare at 
his own charges; and therefore all we 
have to do is to draw upon him for all 
we need. This holds pood in every case. 
We can never fail if we only cling to 
the living God; we can never run dry if 
we are drawing from the fountain. Our 
tiny springs will soon dry up, but our 
Lord Jesus Christ declares that ‘he that 
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath 
said, out of his inner being shall flow 
rivers of living water.’” 


August 14 to 20 


Mon.—Ezra 7: 6-10. Ezra. 

Cause and effect go together in the 
spiritual world as truly as in the physi- 
cal. In this case the latter half of verse 
6 records the effect, and all of verse 10 
the cause. Indeed all of verses 6 to 9 
beautifully precede the “for” of verse 
10. 


PrayER SuGcestioNs: Pray for ‘the 
pastors of your community who may be 
away on their vacation. Pray for last 
night’s union services. Pray for the 
young men and young women. in. your 
church or neighborhood who will be pre- 
paring soon to leave for college. 
Tues.—Ezra 7 : 11-13, 25-29. 

Ezra’s Commission. 





Ezra recognized the Heavenly King 
as the real Commissioner back of the| 
earthly king (v. 27). Artaxerxes was) 
only an instrument, God’s instrument to | 
answer a godly remnant’s prayer. God’s | 
ears are always open to the cry of his| 
afflicted children. 


PrayER SwacesTions: Pray for your 
neighbor’s son or daughter who is labor- 
ing in some foreign field. Pray for 
your own unconverted children. Pray 
for the godless homes in your commun- 
aty and in every community, Pray for 
your next-door neighbors: 

Wed.—Ezra 8 : 21-32. 
The Second Return from Exile. 

Says a certain noted leader: “The les-. 
son of verse 22 is especially precious to 
those who are fully surrendered to. God 
and are living a life of faith. Ezra had 
started out with the boast that the Lord 
was all he needed, and he dared not ask 
the king for help.” God did not dis- 
appoint him (v. 23). 

Prayer Succestions: Is there a hope- 
less shut-in among your acquaintances? 
Or a poor aged couple? Or a be- 
reaved husband or wife, or father or 
mother, or son or daughter? Or some 
other sorely afflicted one? Send-them a 
note of cheer and tell them you are pray- 
ing for them. 

Thurs.—Exodus 3 : 1-16. 
Moses Called to Leadership. 
_ Could Moses ever forget that “burn- 
ing bush”? Or that spot of “holy 
round”? Or that call of “the God of 
is fathers”? When men truly hear the 
voice of God, how can ef ever for- 
get or doubt it? God would speak to 
more men if but their ears were open 
to hear his yoice. 
_ Prayer Succestions: Pray for Chris- 
tian leaders everywhere, editors, pastors, 
superintendents, church officials, mission- 





Gries, evangelists, Bible teachers, educa- 
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tors, and all others, Pray that God wil 
raise up a yet. stronger type o - 
filled, high - principled” . courageous 
leaders. 

Fri.—Isaiah 6:1-12. Isaiah’s Call. 


No man is ever truly called of God 
to a holy work who does not sooner or 
later see therewith his own utter un- 
worthiness. If the latter is lacking in 
humiliating heart genuineness, there is 
em doubt as to the genuineness of the 
ca Be 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for every 
man or woman who under God is mak- 
ing the fight of his or her life against 
a powerful adversary; against almost 
overwhelming secret temptations ; against 
easily besetting sins. Christ came, not to 
destroy the penitent fallen, but to lift up. 


Sat.—Acts 9:1-9. The Call of Saul. 


How different the circumstances of 
Saul’s call from those of Moses and 
Isaigh! No two men are exactly alike, 
and‘ no two calls are exactly alike. God's 
instruments and ways of working are in- 
finite in variety, yet alike in one thing: 
they all bear the heavenly trademark. 

Prayer Svuccestions: “By _ their” 
heavenly trademark “ye shall know 
them,” and “love” (Gal. 5:22) is the 
first letter in that trademark. God’s 
people are called, not to condemn or to 
condone, but to love; not to drive, but 
to draw, to warn, to win. Pray! “Pray 
YE.” 

Sun.—Psalm 107 : 1-9. 
Praise for Deliverance. 

The time is coming when Israel will 
be gathered “from the east, and from 
the west, from the north, and from the 
south,” and when in their unparalleled 
trouble they will cry unto God and he 
will deliver them. Let us praise God 
in advance for that mighty deliverance 
which is yet to be theirs. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
godly remnant. among Israel, and for 
the unbelieving Jewish masses. Pray 
that: God’s program for Israel may be 
soon carried out, “Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love 
thee” (Psa. 122:6). 


4 te 
Bible Correspondence Courses 
and Bible Institutes 


p Apes a year ago a young man who 
is now doing Christian work in the 
nerthwestern part of Wisconsin wrote 
to The Sunday School Times that it 
was through this paper that he became 
interested in one of the important Bible 
Correspondence Courses, and he adds: 
“After finishing one course and half of 
another, I decided to go to a Bible In- 
stitute for further training.” Since that 
time he has been graduated from one 
of the leading Bible Institutes of the 
country, and has gone out into the great 
Northwest to win souls for his Master. 

There is no better way to study the 
Bible than through a good Correspond- 
ence Course. The wonderful unity’ of 
the Bible becomes apparent to those who 
study it in this way. We often hear 
it said that you can prove anything 
from the Bible. You can, and you can- 
not. You can if you take isolated texts, 
and build up a theory upon them, but 
you cannot if you study one great doc- 
trine as it runs through the whole Scrip- 
ture. It is the printiple of compari- 
son and contrast that brings out the full 
meaning of the great Bible doctrines, 
and equips a man for teaching it. 

And it is often true, as was the case 
with this young Wisconsin Christian 
worker, that a study -of Bible Corre- 
spondence Courses leads sooner or later 
to taking a course of training in a Bible 
Institute. In a wonderful way God has 
raised up these Bible Institutes at a time 
when critical teaching was finding its 
way into the faculties of seminaries and 
schools. The work of thesesinstitutes is 
beyond estimate; only Eternity will re- 
veal their value in these times of a de- 
cline of faith, which many Bible 
teachers believe is the predicted “fallin 
away” referred to by the Apostle Pau 
in writing to the Thessalonian Church. 











“I have had a Scofield Bible for only a few 
months, and find it a wonderful help in Bible 
study.” —H. Carr, Seattle, Wash. 


No. 53 French Morocco, divinity cir- 
oye, round corners, red under gold 
55x. French ch Morocco, divinity circuit, 
ther lined to edge, silk sewed, roun 
corners, red under gold edges [Oxford 





to the whole Word of God as his in- 
spired revelation, and to the Bible In- 
stitutes, which have done so much to fill 





467 


the home and foreign lands with Chris- 
tian workers on fire with the evangel- 
istic spirit. 

















SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLE 


Edited by Rev. C. 1. Scorietp, D.D. Assisted by Eminent Scholars. 

With Chain References, Revised Marginal Renderings, Prophecies Harmo- 

nized, Books of the Bible Analyzed, Seeming Discrepancies Explained, Ap- 

parent Contradictions Reconciled, a New Paragraph System, and many other - 
features every Bible student needs. 


on the Pages Where Needed 


Minion Type, 7x4% inches Brevier Type, 54x84 inches 
-§ And the fight shincth in dark?) © § And the light shineth in dark- 
ness; and the darkness /compre- ness; and darkness /compre- 
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India paper edition)... ...... 8.25 
Aleo made in 30 other siyles. Send for circular 

At All Booksellers or the Publishers 

Oxrorp University Press, American Branch 


iL 35 WEST THIRTY-SECOND STREET 





‘| have learned more about the Bible since I 
have studied the Scofield than in all my life put 
together.” —Mrs. R. H. Holmes, Culliden, Ga. 
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spirit, mind and body. 


ful.” 


free prospectus of the 


One of these will help you greatly in 
your studies, the authors of the prin- 
cipal courses being the well-known Bible 
scholars and teachers: Rev. James M. 
Gray, D.D., Rev. R. A. Torrey, D.D., 
and Rev. C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


For courses covering the entire Bible 
we strongly recommend one of the fol- 
lowing: Synthetic Bible Study; Sco- 
field Binle Correspondence Course; 
Bible Doctrine; Bible Chapter Sum- 
mary. Other popular courses are: 
Practical Christian Work; Introduc- 
tory Bible Course; Evangelism; 
Christian Evidences. 

: The prices for the Institute’s Courses 
have been kept at low figures to make 
it possible for as many as possible to 
take advantage of the great opportuni- 
ties offered. The cost to the Institute 
of the service given its correspondence 
students annually far exceeds the sum 
received in payment. 


Do not neglect this wonderful privi- 
lege. The weeks and months ahead 


9, 
_ Don’t Delay— Enroll Now! 
You will be a personal pupil—time, place and 
amount of study under your own control. The 
prices are low—fat below cost. Eight separate and 
distinct courses to choose from. Write for our 
Prospectus. Send coupon to-day. 








‘The Church of God needs to be grate- 
ful for, and in constant prayer for, the, 
theological seminaries which remain true - 
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THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Dept. 573 C, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 





Renew Your Strength 
Through Bible Study 


Daily, reverent study of God’s Word 
operates to invigorate one’s whole being— 


The Word of God is“ living and power- 
It is food and drink for spirit, heart 
and mind, that revivifies, strengthens, re- 
builds, gives renewed vision, purpose, cour- 
age and power, as nothing else can. If 
you are not already engaged in systematic 
Bible study write without delay for the 


Moody Bible Institute 
Correspondence Courses wv. saves w. crav, vo. 





Author of the Synthetic Course 


will hold great additional blessing for 
ou if you begin at once on this all- 
important study. 


Read the following extraets from let- 
ters received : 


“The course has enabled me to be a lo- 
cal preacher and Bible class teacher.” 


better church quombes, a. better Sunday 
School teacher.” 

“The Bible Doctrine Course was of in- 
estimable value tome. It ed up to me 
a veritable gold mine of ipture truth.” 


“The benefits I have received from the 
Synthetic Course are beyond estimate and 
a e price.” ‘ 

“ The Scofield Bible Course has been of 
Froater value to me than any other training 
I have ever had, though | spent four years 
in college.”’ 

g@2eenesMail the Coupon To-dayaadme 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Dept. 573 C, 153 institute Place, Chicago, 

Send me your Prospectus giving complete io- 
formation regarding your eight courses in Cerre- 
spondence Bible Study. 
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It is “SO EASY” 


to project good pictures 
with a 


SPENCER 
DELINEASCOPE 


Compact. Light in weight. Quickly 
set up for operation—-PORTAB: ABLE— 
Attaches to any lighting circuit with- 
out special wiring. 


Send for Catalog K-12 


SPENCER LENS COMPANY 
BUFFALO, NEW YORK 














CHURCH FURNITURE 


Pews, Pulpits, Chairs, a, Altage, Book Racks, 
Tables, Comm n tfits, Deske—EVERY- 
THING. The finest Digest: from 
our sae to your church. my free 
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PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 


| Globe Furniture Company, Rertla Mico 


BRONZE le ets 


Free Book of Designs 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 











(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. | 
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Read this—then quickly turn a 
the back page—there’s a reason! 





ISCRIMINAT 
Rally Day Supplies 


The School that thinks anything of itself 
will give Rally Day the most thought- 
ful and prayerful consideration. To in- 
sure a successful Rally Day write for 
our Budget listing our five new Cards 
and Button and the great service ‘‘ Rin 
True,” by C. Harold Lowden. ‘A postal 
card request will do. 


“ The wisest cent you ever spent” 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
Publishers for Discriminators 
Philadelphia Penna. 














New Songs of Praise and Power 
1-2-3 Combined 


E BEST RoOES OF 
SELECTIONS 2 IFFERENT 
PUBLISHERS 


besides He a and familiar hymns, 400 in all, 

responsive readings, ete, Price, 35¢, postpaid ; 
the hundred. 

Send for returnable sample, mailed at our expense. 











HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch, Phila., Pa. 








The Best Security 
In the World 


For.27 years this old, 
conservative institution 
has invested only in first 


mortgages on improved 
real estate—the safest se- 
curity in the world. 
For 27 years we have paid 6% on Two- 
Year Time Certificates which we issue 
for $100 or more. 


Write for Booklet, 
“6% and Safety.” 


THE CALVERT MORTGAGE CO. 
876 Calvert Bidg., Baltimore, Md. 
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Girls! Girls!! 
Clear Your Skin 
_ With Cuticura 
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Ask Marion Lawrance! 


Consulting General Secretary fur: Life of the 
International Sunday School Association 





| Illinois.—-Where can I find some suitable 
| songs and yells for social gatherings of our 
' classes and of our school as a whole?—C, P. 
aol is a little book issued by the 
David C. Cook Publishing Company 
in, Ill, entitled, “Class ymes and 
Sis for Social Gatherings.” This can 
be had for a few cents, and you will 
find some very catchy things in it. 





Pennsylvania.—We are planning to start a 

record system in our Sunday-school. 

We have been using class books, but have 

| not found them satisfactory. The teachers 

do not keep their books up as they should. 

| =~ a think the card system is a success?— 
. W. F. 


HE book system of records and the 
card system of records both have ex- 
| cellent qualities, and both have their limi- 
| tations. The difficulty with the card is 
that it is more easily lost than a book, 
and when it is lost there is usually some | 
confusion in restoring the name and the 
record. The book has its limitations as 
well, in that, if it is not well kept, it is 
an unsightly thing ‘until all the blank 
pages are used up. . However, when the 
records are not satisfactory, the trouble 
is not in the system, as a rule, but in the 
| keeping of the records. The ‘first essen- 
tial to good records in the Sunday-school 
is a recognition of theif value and a 
somewhat enthusiastic desire to make the 
records what they should be. If you have 
the right kind of secretary, he will have 
good records, whether he uses cards or 
a book. The Hammond Publishing. Com- 
pany, of Milwaukee, have had much suc- 
cess with their card system. Send ta 
them for samples, and see how they work 
out. 

The keeping of Sunday-school records 
is one of the weakest points in all of our 
Sunday-school_ work, and it is never 
solved in any Sunday-school until a sec- 
retary is found who is an enthusiast for 
records. This kind of secretary, how- 
ever, is very scarce. I suggest that you get 
a book entitled “The Sunday-school 
Secretary,” written by R. M. McEntire 
(Abingdon Press, New York, $1.25), and }, 
you will have probably the best deliver- 
ance on the subject you have ever read. 


South Carolina.—There is some information 
in connection with the World’s Sunday-school 
work at large that I would like to have you 
give me. Will you kindly answer the follow- 
ing questions: 

| 3, When was the World’s Sunday School 
| Association organized? 

| 2 Who are its present officers? 

3. How often does the’ World’s Association 
hold conventions? 

4. Where and when was the last World’s 
Convention held? 

5. Does the International Association hold 
its conventions every three or every four 
years? 
| 6 Who are the present officers of the Inter- 
national Association? 

7. What is the total enrolment of the Sun- 
day-school army of the world? 

8 What is the. Sunday-school enrolment of 
_ North America?—Mrs. .M. R. G. 

HE first World’s Convertion was 
held in London in 188. It would 
| not be absolutely correct to say that. the 
Association was organized then, and yet 





vention later. For all practical purposes, 
that was the date of the organization. 

2. President, the Honorable oe 2 
Wanamaker, Philadelphia, Pa:; Chair- 
man” Executive Committee, J. W. Kin- 
near, Pittsburgh, Pa:; Treasurer, Paul 
Sturtevant, New York City ;. General 
he W. G. Landes, New York 
ity. 

3. Held every four years. The con- 
ventions have been held as follows: Lon- 
don, 1889; St. Louis, Mo., 1893; London, 
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it was in a sense. Officers were elected’ 
who were expected to cali another con-||: 











































































wei rn, 1904; Rome, 1907; 
ashington, D. C., 1910; Zurich, Swit- 
zerland, 1913; Tokio, Japan, 1920. 

The next convention is scheduled to 
meet in Glasgow, Scotland, June 12-24, 
1924. For further information address 

e General Seoretary, W. G. Landes, 
Metropolitan Tower, few York City. 


4. Tokio, Japan, 1920. 

5. The International Association has 
now been merged with the Council of 
Evangelical Denominations, and is named 
“The International Council of Religious 
Education.” It covers North America, 
and holds its conventions every four 
years, midway between two World 
Conventions. The last International 
Convention was held in Kansas. City, 
Mo., June, 1922. The next one will be 
held i in Birmingham, Ala., in 1926. 


6. President, Dr. W. 0. Thompson, 
President of Ohio State University ; Ex- 
ecutive Chairman, Robert Hopkins, St. 
Louis, Mo.; Trustee Chairman, William 
| Hamilton, Toronto; Treasurer, E. 
Kraft, see; General Secretary, the 
Hon. cy , Me Magill, 1516 allers 
Building, Chicago. 


7. Probably about 33,000,000. 


8. In round numbers 22,000,000, or 
two-thirds of the Sunday-school enrol- 
ment of the world. 


4 
Home Department Questions 


Discussed by Mrs. A. W. Karnell 


Chairman of the Home Department Committee 
of the ‘International Sunday School Association 


New Jersey.—What method of promotion is’ 
used now that thé’ Honie Department is sel- 
dom mentioned at Sunday-school conven- 
tions? We have a nice suburban town, and 
there are five progressive churches here. Our 
Home Department work has suffered greatly 
since the district and county conventions 
have cut out the Home Department confer- 
ence. I visited in Pennsylvania this spring; 
and found a Home Department that was 
doing such fine work that I came home deter- 
mined to do something to stir up our work 
here. 
|* WAS my privilege to attend two 

well-planned and very _ successful 
meetings in the interest of Home De- 
partment work in. Williamsport, Pa., 
in May. Mrs. Frank H. McCormick, 
Home Department Superintendent of 
the Presbyterian Church of that city, 
has done a really remarkable piece of 
work in her .own church, and it was 
her interest that resulted in an after- 
noon conference and an evening mass 
‘meeting in behalf of the Home Bepart- 
ment. She had secured the co-operation 
of the district and county officials -in 
planning for the day. I should think 
that with your renewed interest your 
plan should be to call upon-~your dis- 
trict and eounty officials, put the need 
. before them, and try to secure some time 


-at the fall conventions for the presenta- 


tion of the work and a conference period. 
Thesbest.plan for your,own, local needs 
is undoubtedly a conference just for, 
the five churches in your town. ; Your 
particular problem could then receive 
much more attention; local talent could 
be put to work, co-operative plans per- 
fected, and a "frien ly contest started 
between your schools. If it is not pos- 
sible for you to secure the co-operation 
of your county officials, why not plan 
‘a town conference, as suggested ? 


Maryland.—What do you do when your 
members who have been faithful in reporting 
become careless and negligent? One can’t 
scold such members, and yet their lapse from 
good standingecan’t be ignored. I am puz- 
zled what to do with these dear_people, for 
they are on an average very fine Home De- 
partment members. 


ie « standing of the whole eneibee- 
ship is up to me as a superinten- 
dent. I make a careful survey évery 
three months of each district. I never 
(Continued on the next page) 
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FREE SCRIPTURES 
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by the ARRAN BRANCH of the 
SC GIFT MISSION 
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FROM THE RABBIS 
TO CHRIST 


By Henry L. HELLYER 
Director of the Christian Testimony to Jews 


The weary of Mr. Hellyer’s soul struggle 
; for light:and, peace 
L.—Living in the Talmud x 
Il.—A Son of the Law 
Ili.—In the School of the Rabbis 
IV.—Adrift 
V.—Groping in the Dark 
VL—Coming to the Light 
A thrilling-and convincing life-story— 
one that should be greatly blessed in 
bringing many of the Lord’s chosen peo- 
ple back to the Light. 60c,.pos 
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Subscription Rates. - 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers. in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 

separate addresses or in a 
package to one-address, $1 50 each, per 


- year. 


$2 00 One. copy, or any number s 
copies less than five; $2 each 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in‘a club. 

. FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent te 
any of the countries: embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
50 cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the mew address whenever you request 

a change in your address.. If in a club, 

please give name and address of your 

club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson for August 20 
Ezra 7:1 to 8:36 


RUSSIA’S AGONY 


USSIA is in the midst of appalling destitution, in want of clothing and food, with 
millions destined to starve, unless help is speedily received. The terrible news from 
that stricken land of famine, disease, and death is heart-breaking. ‘Their sufféring 

cannot be described in words. ‘The following translated newspaper reports have just 

been received from Mr. Fetler : 








** KURJER WARSZAWSKI,"’ May 2nd, 1922. 


TERRIBLE CONDITIONS IN CRIMEA 


Constantinople, May 1st (Russpress).—In a letter from ‘l'eodosia we read the follow- 
ing details : Capital punishment is being applied for crimes of cannibalism, but without 
eat success. Duringthe trial of a Tartar-cannibal there has been revealed that at 
Ereniiaaer there is a whole store of dead bodies. In the lodgings of the accused man 
one has found seventeen bodies of boys which have been murdered and salted by the 
Tartar. In the streets of Teodosia naked children, covered only with paper, are lying 
and screaming for food. Twenty to thirty children are dying daily in the Children’s 
Hospital. In the port, where American ships are being unloaded, Tschekiss men have 
killed four boys which have been gathering maize-grains. 


‘*KURJER WARSZAWSKI,"’ May Sth, 1922 


FAMINE IN ODESSA 


Petrograd, May ¢th (Polpress).—Krasnajaa Gazieta (The Red ewapene) gives the 
following news on the 23rd of April : There is a famine among the workers in Odessa. 
The streets in workers quarters are dead. Near the gates there are lying dead human 
bodies, or else one sees ye prtaging deed bodies from the houses and waiting for 
the auto-car to come and take them. ery often the auto does not come, and in that 
case the bodies must be taken back into the houses for the oN or else they would be 
eaten by the hungry dogs. Since the first to the twenty-first of March the police have gath- 
ered in the streets 1,060 dead bodies. The famine kills fifty men daily. Believers and 
Christian workers are in great need and suffering. Our own missionaries are cared for, 
but many native Russian workers are in great want and suffering. We are glad to say 
that our own men are doing a great deal of relief work, going to the limits of funds received 
for this purpose. Mr. Fetler writes under date of May ist : “* We have sent 120,000- 
000 rubles for the relief of distress in Russia, and the support of needy evan- 
gelists ; | am informed that this money has safely reached Russia, and before lon 
we expect to send more help through one of our workers, who has already receiv 

J passports for the purpose. 


SPIRITUAL NEED EVEN GREATER 


The greatest need is spiritual. Both Gentiles and Jews are groping for the light 
The Holy Spirit is working in power, and many are turning to God. ‘There is a hunger 
for the Bread of Life. The Word of God is sought after, yes, thousands are asking for 
it. The evangelism now in progress is apostolic in extent and power. 


100,000 BIBLES ORDERED 


We are praying for funds to purchase a million Bibles. Last December 20,000 were 
ordered printed at a price that made it possible to put a Bible into the hands ofa Russian 
or into a Russian home for twenty-five cents. Thousands have already been distributed. 
We have already received thousands of dollars for Bibles. But we need thousands of 
dollars more. 

Under date of May 11th, 1922, Mr. Fetler writes : “* At a Conference at Headquar- 
ters on May 4th, it was decided to place an order for 100,000 Bibles.” Because of 
the large order these Bibles have been purchased for a very small price. 


A TIME OF CRISIS 


Napoleon once said the time of crisis was the time to throw in all reserves, and the 
time of crisis of this great land is now. ‘The voice of God is calling to his people, ‘‘Give 
ye them to eat.’ Shall they-be denied the material and spiritual help they need? God 
forbid! Shall they be ‘‘ swallowed up alive’ in the whirlpool rapids of Bolshevism and 
Atheism? Shall we not help them? We ask all God's people to pray earnestly about 


er MISSIONARY WORK 


Our Aim : To witness for Christ throughout entire Russia. 
Our tive : Five-hundred missionames for Russia. We are already supporting 
twenty-seven workers. God is richly blessing them and greatly using them. They are 
laboring faithfully and are meeting with many sore tests. They need to be supported. 
Thus far we have been enabled to send them their monthly allowances in full. 
Read our monthly magazine—‘‘ The Friend of Russia '’—for news that thrills, right 
from the field, as well as spiritual messages from the Word. It is edited by W. S. 
- Hottel, Bible teacher and evangelist, and also the editor of ‘‘ The Christian Life Series "’ 
Sunday School Bible Teachers’ Quarterly, so widely used and highly commended, Miss 
Homera Homer- 








Dixon is a jal contributor, ‘The magazine costs $1.00 per annum. 
| We make this special trial offer of 50 cents for one year for new subscribers. Canadian 
readers will please send us the full value of United States money. 


THE RUSSIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
18644 W. Monroe Street, Chicage, Illinois 
WM. FETLER, General Director. W. S. HOTTEL, Home Director 




















The Gospel Herald 


The“ Gospel Herald” is a 16-page weekly, 
strictly. religious, unsectarian, and in har- 
mony with Holy Writ. 











itil, Samples free upon application 


Address, HERALD PUBLISHING HOUSE, 
Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio. 


























| one of our 203 members. 
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(Continued from the preceding page) 
permit things to just go on from quar- 
ter to quarter, and am nnn plannin 
something new. I suppose I have use 
more than oy different _ letters, 
cards, stickers, and telegrams for just 
this purpose; but I have discovered no 
push-button road to success. It is a 
matter of keeping everlastingly at it if 
one is to keep 2 up to good stand- 
ard. I used the following letter just 
recently, and it brought some very good 
results : 

Philadelphia, Pa., June 2and, 1922. 
Dear Home Department Member: 

The Visitors will make their regular quar- 
terly calls this week, and it would please me 
greatly if we could have a report from every 
Each quarter there 
are some who fail to make a report, and as 
their report is the only basis for my report, 
and the only way we have of keeping a record 
of the Home Department work, you can see 
how important it is that your report is ready 
when the Visitor calls. 

It would make me very happy to be able 
to close our work ‘before the summer vaca- 
tions with a report from every member of our 
splendid department. May I not count on 
you to make this possible? 

Praying that God may richly bless you in 
your study of his Holy Word and in our 
fellowship together as a Home Department 





, family, I am, 





Sincerely yours, 
: Minnie K. L. Karnell, 
Home Department Superintendent of the 
Evangel Presbyterian .Church. 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 

May I ask what can be done for a teacher- 
training pupil having taken two examinations 
in one state, and then desiring te finish the 
course in another. Our pastor’s wife took 
examinations in Qhio, and since her marriage 


| lives in another state, and desires to finish 
the course. 


|in which she now 








F YOU will send to the office of the 
Sunday School Association of the state 
lives, a record Of 
grades received by the pastor’s wife 
while in Ohio, these marks will be cred- 
ited, and she will be required to take 
examinations only on the remaining sec- 
tions of tae course. 





We have some thought of organizing a 
class for Sunday-school teacher-training in 
connection with our Normal school. We 
have been informed that other schools like 
ours use as text-book one of the elementary 
or First Standard books. Are these sufficiently 
advanced for the grade of students we have 
in our school, or do you think we should 
adopt one of the more thorough courses? 

AM in touch with three state normal 

schools and five colleges in which the 
elementary, or First Standard text- 
book has been used for some years with 
excellent results. Last year one hundred 
and ten students in these schools re- 
ceived recognition for completing the 
First Standard course. In one of the 
normal schools and three colleges the 
elementary course is followed with 
advanced work. The results obtained 
in these schools lead to the view 
that the course you have in mind will 
be helpful, | 


I am about to form a class of prospective 
teachers made up of young people of our 
Sunday-school. We are in doubt.as to the 
best course of study to pursue. Is it better 
to begin with one of the elementary courses, | 
or should we take up at once one of the | 
longer and more difficult courses? 

. YOUR young people have acquired 

the habit of earnest study, it might 
be well to start with the more difficult 
course; many well-equipped students, 
however, prefer to cover the four sub- 
jects of teacher-training, the Bible, the 
pupil, the teacher, and the school in a 
course that may be ‘finished in about a 
year, and then follow that elementary 
study with an advanced course that 
may require several years’ time. 

For the many students who-are not 
prepared to do the more difficult work 
of the longer course it is undoubtedly 
better to begin with the easier text- 
book. In this way they will at least 
gain a knowledge of the elements of 
the subjects treated, and if it is possible 
for them to do so, they may later on 
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take up the more thorough course with 
better prospects of finishing that work. 


How Many and From Where 
Come the Prize Contestants 


|X THE issue of June 17, The Sunday 
School Times offered prizes for artt- 
cles on five important themes, indicated 
below. The manuscripts were to be at 
least one thousand words, but not over 
two thousand words, in length. The time 
limit was sef as July 15. Never have the 
editors seen so many excellent sugges- 
tions given in similar contests. The prize 
winners will be announced next week, 
and the five articles will appear in early 
issues of the Times. The tabulation be- 
low indicates how far-reaching is the 
interest in these topics and this contest. 
There were 244 manuscripts, distributed 
as follows: 


1. “How I Prepare My Lesson for Teach- 
ing.” 

One hundred and_ twenty-six manu- 
scripts were received, from thirty-two 
states and four Canadian Provinces, as 
follows: 


Alabama Minnesota 
British Columbia Maryland 
California New Jersey 
District of Columbia Nova Scotia 
Florida New York 
Georgia Nebraska 
Illinois New Hampshire 
Indiana North Carolina 
Iowa Ohio 

Idaho Ontario 
Kansas Pennsylvania 
Kentucky Rhode Island 
Louisiana South Carolina 
Michigan Texas 
Missouri Tennessee 
Manitoba Virginia 
Massachusetts Washington 
Mississippi Wisconsin 


2. “How I Teach My Lesson.” 

Sixty-five manuscripts were received, 
from twenty-four states and four Cana- 
dian Provinces, as follows: 


Arizona Minnesota 
British Columbia :Nebraska. 
California North Carolina 
Colorado New Jersey 
Georgia New York 
Indiana Kentucky 
Iowa Ohio 
Kansas Oklahoma 
Louisiana Ontario 
Massachusetts Pennsylvania 
Missouri Quebec 
Manitoba Tennessee 
Montana Washington 
Michigan West Virginia 
3. How We Won and Held a Large At- 
tendance.” 


Twenty-six manuscripts were fe- 
ceived, from fourteen states and one 
Canadian Province, as follows: 


California Nebraska 
Colorado New Jersey 
Georgia New York 
Kentucky Ohio 
Manitoba North Carolina 
Minnesota Pennsylvania 
Missouri Washington 
Massachusetts 

4. “What Makes a Good County Conven- 

tion?” 


Twenty-one manuscripts were received, 
from fourteen states, as follows: 


Colorado Maine 
Georgia - Michigan 
Indiana Nebraska 
Illinois Ohio 

Iowa Pennsylvania 
Kansas Vermont 
Kentucky Washington 


| 5. “What Our School Gained from a 


Convention.” 


Five manuscripts were received, from 
four states, as follows: 

Georgia North Carolina. 

Michigan Texas 


Do you ever wonder what you are go- 
ing to say to those boys,—something that 
will really “get them”? For the asking, 
The Sunday School Times Company will 
send you a copy of Mr. Howard’s cap- 
tivating book of sixty short “Boy-Talks’ 
on approval. Keep the book, if st és 
what you want, and remit the price, 
$1.50, or, tf it should not be exactly 
suitable for your purpose, simply return 
it within a week aftor you get it, and 
pay the return postage. 






















































Juvenile Books 


Books for Young People 





Strictly Religious and Interesting 





SEND FOR CIRCULARS 





Address, UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Box 398, CLEVELAND, OHIO. 











“‘ Just what we have been looking for!”’ 





has been the glad exclamation of Sunday Schools in all parts of the United States, 
Canada, Australia, and a number of other foreign lands. 


The “CHRISTIAN LIFE SERIES” 


of Sunday School Literature 
true to the Fundamentals . 
This series stands for 


THE INSPIRATION OF THE ENTIRE BIBLE 

THE DIVINITY OF JESUS CE-RIST ; 
THE ATONING BLOOD REGENERATION 
THE VICTORIOUS LIFE 

THE.SECOND PREMILLENNIAL COMING OF CHRIST 


Samples of the full line furnished free upon request. 


Address, UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING CO., Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio 








“THERE IS NO GOD" 


is the cry of the Bolsheviki and the hordes which have come and are coming to our 
country. Our whole social fabric, both industrial and professional, is honey- 
combed with unbelief. Asa people, we more and more seem to 


LOSE THE FEAR OF GOD! 


Banditry, mob rule, the wanton taking of human life, are rampant. Even in- the 
large cities, bank runners dare not appear on the streets unprotected. Why is this? 
There is certainly a reason for so structural a change. We believe it is because 
professed Christian leaders 


DISCOUNT THE WORD OF GOD! 


Is there a remedy? There certainly is! ‘Train our coming leaders at a school where 
the object of the school is to train men and women in the knowledge and use of the 
English Bible, and to give a practical knowledge of preaching, Bible teaching, evan- 
gelism, and missionary work. Our object, the course of study covered, together 
with Faculty and Board of Directors, are fully set forth in our Prospectus. Please 


send for a copy. 
DAY AND EVENING COURSES 


PHILADELPHIA SCHOOL OF THE BIBLE 
1721-23 Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


























THE STONY BROOK SCHOOL FoR Boys 


Opens September 14, 1922. 

A Christian preparatory school that emphasizes sound 
scholarship and wholesome recreation. 

The staff of university trained graduates gives individual 
preparation for college, technical school, or for business. 

Thirty-five acres on the north shore of Long Island, fifty. 
three miles from New York City. 

There still remain a number of vacancies for September. 
These will be filled by selected boys from Christian homes. | 


Write at once for a catalogue to the Principal, Dept. B, Stony Brook, 
Long Island, New York. 


John F. Carson, D.D., LL.D., President. 
Frank E. Gaebelein, A.M., Principal. 


Safe religiously 








Sound educationally 
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With the New Books 











Our God-Given Pattern of the New 
Birth and the Deity of the Lord Jesus 
Christ (By J. C. L.).—This booklet of 
thirty pages contains four chapters and 
three appendices. In the first chapter, 
“The Penitent Thief,” the author sees in 
the words of the thief on the cross three 
things: His confession of sin and its 
deserved penalty ; confession of the Lord 
and his righteousness; and confession of 
his deity—these, prerequisites of the new 
birth. In the three following chapters, 
“The Living Question of the Ages,” 
“Personal Appropriation,” and “A New 
Creature: and The ‘Free Gift of God,’” 
the theme is well worked out. The ap- 
pendices are largely made up of quota- 
tions from Edersheim, Simon Greenleaf, 
and M. Dupin, the pertinent extracts hav- 
ing to do with the salvation of the peni- 
tent thief and the trial of Jesus. The 
book is replete with spiritual truths and 
reflections of rich nutritive value. (Union 
Gospel Publishing Co., Cleveland, Ohio, 
15 cts.) 


The New Birth Into the New Creation 
and Jesus the Life-Center of the New 
Creation (By J. C. L.).—This booklet 
of seventy-one pages contains all the 
preceding book, but between the book’s 
four chapters and the three appendices 
are put ten chapters, of thirty-nine pages, 


| which unfold the “God-given pattetn of 


the new birth” into the actual “new crea- 
tion.” Mrs. Loomis has keen insight into 


| and vivid appreciation of beth revealed 
| and experimental Christian verities, and 





she has made a contribution which should 
satisfy devotional hunger and produce 
spiritual quickening. (Union Gospel 
Publishing Co., Cleveland, Ohio, 25 cts.) 


The Community Daily Vacation Bible 
School (By E. C. Knapp).—The Daily 
Vacation Bible School, or as the reviewer 
would prefer to call it, “The Summer 
Bible School,” has come to stay, and is 
meeting a great need It is encouraging, 
refreshing, and edifying to see the-wealth 
of literature the movement is forcing 
out. While a number of good books 
have been published, there are none bet- 
ter than this book of Mr. Knapp’s just off 
the press, and seemingly few as good. 
It not only strikes right at the pur- 
pose of the school, which is to teach the 
Bible, but it makes all the activities of the 
school head up in teaching Bible truth. 
Mr. Knapp makes a strong plea for 
these schools to be held in the better 
residential districts, as well as among the 
poorer ones. Have you stopped to think 
that the regular Sunday-school pro- 
vides only fifty-two hours a year for 
Bible study services, and less than half 
of that for real class work? Put along- 
side of that statement this one: A sum- 
mer week-day Bible school of four weeks 
—twenty days—only, from 9 to 12 
o’clock, gives sixty hours of work, with 
nearly every minute in class work. No 
matter how many other books you pur- 
chase, do not fail to get Mr. Knapp’s. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1, net.) 


The Origin of Paul’s Religion (By J. 
Gresham Machen, D.D.).—It is often 
said: that there is no scholarship on the 
conservative side. This book is one of 
very many proofs to the contrary. It is 
a treatment of a most vital theological 
problem, the question where Paul ob- 
tained his view of the Christian religion. 
In the course of its eight chapters three 
general Modernistic hypotheses are ex- 
amined with great acuteness and close 
penetration. Some attribute the Pauline 
Gospel to a view of Christ: which is 
essentially the same as that naturalistic 
conception found in liberal theology to- 
day. Others derive it from Jewish Apoc- 
alyptic ideas of the Messiah, while yet 
again it is argued that Paul obtained 
his conception of Christ from paganism. 
Each of these is subjected to a thor- 
ough examination and rejected, as wholly 
devoid of proof. As to the first hypoth- 
esis, it is shown that if Jesus was what 
naturalistic writers maintain, Paul did 
not derive his distinctive view of a di- 
vine Saviour from such a source. As 
to the second, it is proved that the apoc- 
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alyptic notion of the Messiah was not 
that of an object of love and worship. 
As -to the third, he age rallelé “ut- 
terly break down.” r. Macnen well 
says that the heart of the Pauline Gos- 
pel is a.religion of love based on re- 
demption. his, is the foundation, not 
only of Paul’s religion, but also of all 
true Christianity. Here is a book which 
challenges the attention of the ablest 
scholars of the present day and calls for 
thorough study from all those who wish 
to know the essential features of, per- 
haps, the strongest effort of Modern- 
ism to account for supernatural Chris- 
tianity. Dr. Machen has rendered the 
cause of truth essential service by this 
able book, and its positions will have to 
be faced by all Modernistic theologians. 
It is impossible to exaggerate. the yalue 
and importance of this conclusive dis- 
cussion of one of the outstanding prob- 
lems-of to-day. There were two or three 
books published last year of a rational- 
istic type to which this book will be the 
best possible corrective. Dr. Machen is 
Assistant Professor -of New Testament 
Literature and’ Exegesis in Princeton 
Theological Seminary, and few works 
combine, as this does, wide learning, 
great thoroughness, consummate ability. 
and perfect candor. It carries its own 
conviction io every reader whe wishes 
to take the New Testament as it’ stands, 
(The Macmillan Co., New York, $3, net.) 


Evolution at the Bar (By Philip 
Mauro).—It would be difficult to con- 
ceive of material of more fascinating in- 
terest and significance on Evolution than 
has beén crowded ‘ifito’ the eighty pages 
of this little beok. Mr. Mauro, the well- 
known New York lawyer and Bible stu- 
dent, has produced‘a masterpiece possible 
only to the trained mind of the lawyer 
and the Spirit-illumined mind of the be- 
lieving student of God’s Word. It is 
hard to say whether his: facts or his logic 
are the more irresistible. 

First Mr. Mauro makes very plain 
what Evolution is. He shows, from the 
authorities themselves, what Darwinism 
and the other theories of Evolution are. 
Then he shows the impossibility of these 
theories from the standpoint of scientific 
facts. He deals with both inorganic and 
organic Evolution; he examines the so- 
called evidences from both biology and 
geology ; he shows that, from the strictly 
scientific standpoint, no evidences have 
yet been produc.d of Evolution in any 
field. Having proved the impossibility of 
the Darwinian hypothesis, he shows, from 
the statements of well-known scientists 
themselves, that. science has abandoned 
Darwinism, 

Then the autfior takes up so-called 
“Theistic Evolution,” or “Christian Evo- 
lution,” and shows that this is even more 
impossible of proof and of acceptance 
than the old-fashioned and already aban- 
doned materialistic or Darwinian Evo- 
lution. 

The closing chapter is a surprising one. 
Here Mr. Mauro shows that there is One 
field, and one only, in which Evolution 
is the method of working that prevails, 
everywhere and always. This is in the 
realm. of human affairs and activities; 
it is because mankind sinned and fell, and 
is wrecked, and is therefore always trying 
to improve conditions, doing so outwardly 
by successive improvements in inventions 
and other activities of “civilization.” 
That there is not and never has been 
any Evolution in the realm of God’s own 
direct working is because God works per- 
fectly, and has never needed to improve 
his own workmanship. In the whole 
natural world “the ways of those crea- 
tures do not change, for the simple rea- 
son that their ways, works, and habits 
of life are just what their Creator planned 
for them.” The only actual law of Evo- 
lution “arises solely from man’s efforts to 
improve his wretched condition, and 
from blindness to God’s way of recover- 
ing and. restoring his perishing human 
creatures.” 

Mr. Mauro’s little book is a Godsend to 
this needy age. Christian parents and 
teachers will do well to master its con- 
tents, if they would safeguard them- 
selves and their children from the God- 
‘denying, death-dealing doctrine of Evolu- 
tion which has gained a strangle hold on 
the educational systems of to-day. (Ham- 
ilton Bros., Scripture Truth Depot, Bos- 
ton, 75 cents.) 
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Use Sani-Flush and save your- 
self the labor, unpleasantness and 
danger of cleaning your closet 
bowl by old-fashioned or half- 

‘ way methods. 


Sani-Flush cannot injure the 
bowl or connections. And it 
cleans thoroughly, removing dis- 
colorations, incrustations and 
odors from both the bowl and the 
otherwise inaccessible trap. Al- 
ways keep Sani-Flush handy in 
your bathroom. i 

’ Sani-Flush is sold at grocery, drug, 
hardware, plumbing and house- 
furnishing stores, If you cannot 

it locally at once, send 25c in 
coin or sta for a full sized can, 
postpaid, m(Canadian price, 35c;' 
foreign price, 50c.) 


THE HYGIENIC PRODUCTS CO) 
Canton, Ohio 


Canadian Agents 
Harold F, Ritchie & Co., Ltd., Toronto 








Deun1s0nWd 


Use Paper Towels 


To make a clean-upafter every 
summer picnic—and they 
are mighty convenient for the 
Office. 


They really dry the hands. 


Write Denni- 


—full of Han- 

dy Helps. 
Dept.O8 

Framingham 


| mother know how lazy you are.” 





as discovered by a keen- 
witted band of real chil- 
dren, under the cheery, 
tun-loving and marvelous- 
ly informed leadership of a 
father who loves and knows 
the out-of-doors. 


THE OQUT-OF-DOORS CLUB 
Handsomely Illustrated, $1.50, postpaid. 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


The curious things 
of field and 
stream and woods 








In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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[ Children at Home 





Great-Grandmother’s Piece 
By Hilda Richmond 


REAT-GRANDMOTHER DAVIS 
was visiting her grandson and his 
family, and she found Ruth, her great- 
granddaughter, in sore trouble. Ruth 
was seven years old, and named for the 
dear old lady with the snow-white hair 
and the white lace ruffles about her neck, 
“It’s about the piece I have to speak 
on Friday afternoon, Great-grand- 
mother,” said Ruth, propping her el- 
‘bows in the old lady’s lap. “Before: 
now I’ve always had four lines, but this 
time my teacher says I’m big enough to 
have twelve, and I can’t remember it!” 
“Why, Ruth, I’m ashamed of. you,” 
said her mother, “letting Great-grand- 


“I’m not lazy, but I can’t learn it,” 
whined Ruth. “I don’t suppose you ever 
had to learn a piece to speak on Fri- 
day afternoon when you went to school, 
did you, Great-grandmother ?” 

“Yes, indeed, and I loved it,” said 
the little old lady with sparkling eyes. “I 
remember the first one I said. It was 
on my sixth birthday. And I know it 
yet, though I haven’t seen it in print 
for years and years.” 

“Please, please say it now!” begged 
Ruth, all excited. 

Great-grandmother laid aside her 
work and rose to her feet. Taking her 
silk skirts by the sides she made a queer 
little bow and stood very stiff and 
straight. 

“Down in a green‘and shady dell 
A modest violet grew, 

Its stalk was bent, it hung its head 
As if to hide from view.’” 


Right through the poem the little old 
lady went without missing a _ single 
word, and then she gave the queer little 
bow once more oat sat down flushed 
and happy. 

Ruth clapped her hands, and then she 
said firmly: “If my great-grandmother, 
who is past eighty years old, can re- 
member a piece she said when she was 
six, so can I remember my piece.” With 
that she skipped upstairs to her room, 
and when she came down she could 
recite it perfectly. 

“I forgot.to say that I received a 
ehintz dress all beautifully sprigged with 
pink flowers for saying the piece, and 
that‘is perhaps what made me remember 
it so well,” said Great-grandmother at 
supper time. “I’m going to buy you a 
little chintz dress, if I can find one, be- 
cause you conquered the difficulty.” 

On Friday afternoon Great-grand- 
mother and Ruth’s mother went to visit 
the school and to hear the little girl 
recite her poem. The schoolhouse was 
only a short distance from Ruth’s home, 
and they walked very slowly, not to tire 
Great-grandmother. When it came 
Ruth’s turn she whispered something to 
her teacher at the close of her recitation, 
and that young lady said with a smile: 
“Children, Ruth has learned another 
poem, one that her great-grandmother,‘ 
who is with us this afternoon, recited 
when she was a little girl years and 
years ago.” 

Great-grandmother was as pleased as 
a little girl when Ruth recited about | 
the violet, and that very afternoon they | 
went to hunt up the chintz dress. 

“I am very sorry,” said the clerk when 
the dear old lady told what she wished 
to buy, “but we have nothing in flowered 
chintz. 
in a soft, dainty silk with pink rose- | 
buds that would make the little girl a’ 
very nice party frotk.” 

So Ruth had the very prettiest party 
frock in the whole town, and every time 
she wore it she remembered that she 
must try harder in school to win other 
prizes, and never again did she whine 
when her teacher asked her to recite 
longer and longer poems on Friday aft- 
ernoons, even after the litt frock was 
outgrown and laid away in her treasure 
box to remember Great-grandmother by 
as long as she lived. 
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Are You Responsible | 


for your boys and girls 
and young people 
missing part of their 


Religious Education? 


WHAT system of Lessons is your school using ? 

IS it a good one. for the pupils ? 

DOES it provide the religious instruction the various students need ? 

HAVE you ever given any serious consideration to their rights in the matter ? 





M°83 of us know there are distinct periods in the development of an 
individual from childhood to maturity, each period having its own 
peculiar needs and interests. Therefore, if a pupil of five is taught lessons 
suited to one of twenty, much will pass over his head; and so he will lose 
just that much of his religious education. It is a matter for serious 
consideration. 


The Westminster Departmental Graded Lessons 


select the lessons and truths of the Bible for each period of the pupil’s de- 
velopment, presenting them in the intellectual compass of the pupil. There 
are separate Courses of Lessons for Beginners, Primary, gy Young 
People and Adult Departments. ‘Thus in every lesson taught, the Depart- 
mental Graded Lessons give the-pupils the instruction best suited to their 
needs. 


Are your boys and girls receiving this kind of instruction? Look into 
these lessons. It is not a difficult matter to introduce them and the material 
is inexpensive. Hundreds of schools both large and small are using the 
Departmental Lessons with complete satisfaction. 


A NEW QUARTER BEGINS WITH OCTOBER 
i SEND FOR OUR FREE BOOKLETS 


The Presbyterian Board of Publication and Sabbath School Work 


(The Westminster Press) 
Headquarters: PHILADELPHIA, Witherspoon Building. 
New York, 156 Fifth Ave. Cincinnati, 420 Elm St. St. Louis, 411 N. 10th St. 
Chicago, 125 N. Wabash Ave. Nashville, 711 Church St. San Francisco, 278 Post St. 
‘ Atlanta (Colored), 200 Auburn Aye. 
Pittsburgh, Granite Building, Sixth Avenue and Wood St. 
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BIBLES! BIBLES! BIBLES! 


Oxford, Holman, Bagster, Nelson, 
and Other Bibles and Testaments 


At Reduced Prices 


If not in perfect condition and as described in catalogue, 
Bibles may be returned 


SEND FOR CATALOGUE 














Address, UNION GOSPEL PUBLISHING CO., Box 398, Cleveland, Ohio 























Many have been blessed through the teachings of Lewis Sperry Chafer. What a privilege it would be to have 

him visit your own home and explain the things that hav: puzzled and confused you. You can have almost 

that by securing the set of five books wherein are contained his thoroughly Scriptural and spiritual teachiags. 
No volumes are more worthy to be added to your growing library of good books. 





We have something very pretty, = 








THE MATCHLESS .BOOK 


with its matchless truths, clothed in the matchless 
beauty, charm, purity, authority and language of 
NELSON Sfkxnvarn BIBLE 
STANDARD 
is probably being read and studied in more homes, in m_ re institutions of learning, 
in more Sunday Schools and is being preached from in more Protestant pulpits than 
were all other versions of Scripture a century ago. No matter which other version 
you use, you will enjoy the simplicity, the directness and the faithful accuracy of 
the wonderful American Standard Bible in your study and devotion. 
FREE BOOKLET-—A charming 36-page booklet entitled ‘“The Wonderful Story,”’ 
published at roc per copy, telling bot the Bible came down through the ages, and 
) containing many facts of vital interest, will be sent FREE on request to any one 
mentioning The Sunday School Times. 
Authorized Publishers 

Thomas Nelson & Sons 4363'S Guiza "ate. Now Vouk 
The American Standard Bible text has @@ @@@eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees 


been adopted by all the leading Col- 8@ THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
leges, Theological Seminaries, YMCA. Y.W.C.A., and @ 381 A, Fourth Ave., New York City 





Bible Schools in the United States. @ DEAR SIRS: Kindly send me a FREE copy of yo 
The American Standard Bible text is used by over _13,000,- 8 bere hon eed —a Stor: tals Goce 
000 Sabbath School scholars from which to study the Interna- & a 
tional, Graded or other Bible Lessons. rere, ea Sie ee ge ee ee 
The American Standard Bible is for sale by all book sellers & 2 
fg. CPs ce eee 6 

















































J UST imagine this card in 
seven colors. What do you 
suppose will be the effect on the little kiddies of 
the Cradle Roll Department—and their mothers? 
Of course, the child will be im its place on Rally 
Day. ‘The invitation on the reverse side is just as 
attractive. . 

Order by number (101). $1.25 the hundred 
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No. 103 


HEREVER folks have seen this card, un- 

qualified approval .has been manifested. 
It is admirably adapted to the young folks of the 
Intermediate Department, although it is equally 
usable as a general invitation card. Its piquant 
message is: ‘‘ Every member present next Sun- 
day includes you !”’ 

‘The reverse side reads: ‘*‘ We are making spe- 
cial efforts for our Rally Day Service. Will you 
accept this as an expression of our sincere desire 
to have you present ?”’ : 

The number is 103. $1.25 the hundred. 





BE MTS 


is a service that not only has life and 


H ERE 
go, but that also is built on an idea and gets 


home a message such as few services-stress. It 
is a plea for consistent living, and no school can 
render it without feeling the effect of the striking 
songs, exercises, recitations and Scripture read- 
ings which make up its program. ' . 
Prices: 5 cents the copy, 55 cents the 
dozen, $4.00 the hundred 





We shall be glad to send 
samples of anything men- 
tioned on this page. 











A PROFITABLE 


is positively assured the Sunday Schools which take advantage. of 
the suggestions found here listed. Rally Day is a Sunday School 
day, and these are Sunday School ideas. 
everywhere insist that they meet the Sunday School idea to the 


RANKLY, we are at a loss to 
adequately describe this but- 
ton. Of course, the cut cannot 
ive even a remote idea of the 
utiful blending of the seven 
colors. The makers say it is the 
most beautiful design of its kind 


hs fa 
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‘nth degree. Study them carefully. 








to wear it. 











HAN Rally Day no more appropriate time could be 

imagined for starting this wonderful “‘ Race Around the 
World by Airplane.” We have had reports from Sunday 
Schools all over the country, and without exception the enthu- 
siasm is pronounced, many having enjoyed increases of more 
than 100% in attendance, membership, offering, and interest. 
Price, $7.50 complete, and worth ten times that to any 
school that uses it. Sent on receipt of amount, or full details 
given on request. 





No. 104 

SOME say, from the artistic viewpoint, this is the most 

effective of all the cards. The colorings of the cross of 
Autumn leaves and the bell are almost perfect. It is a general 
invitation card, and can be used for any age or department. 
The reverse side has the same wording as No. 103. This 
card, as well as.the others, is printed in seven colors by the 
offset process on the best offset stock. 

No. 104. $1.25 the hundred 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS [i255 
nominational Board. Just insist that 


Publishers for Discriminators 


PHILADELPHIA, . PENNSYLVANIA 


YDAYG 


Enthusiastic workers 


sands have been sold from: the 
design -even before the buttons 
were placed on the market. No 
more beautiful memento of a 
real Rally Day could be pre- 
sented. Any one would be proud 














No. 102 


that they have seen, and oon ee Price, $2.00 the hundred 
reproduced it precisely. hou- Remember the number (106). D2? you ever see a-more 
attractive card for Pri- 


mary or Beginners? Think of it in seven colors 
on the finest offset stock, then try to imagine a 
child being absent on Rally Day after receiving 
it with this invitation : 
“Everybody's happy, everybody's gay, 
Everybody knows it’s getting close to Rally Day. 
Everybody'll be there— 


"Less there’s something wrong. 
Don't you think you, too, 
Had better ‘range to come along ?”’ 


Remember the number (102). 
$1.25 the hundred 





A SUNDAY school never fails to honor a defi- 

nite request for an offering when the cause 
is definitely stared. This attractive envelope 
should be distributed two weeks in advance of 
Rally Day— the response will exceed your highest 
anticipations. ‘The envelope sells for 40 cents 
the hundred. Size, 2%4x3% inches, and made of 
strong white paper, beautifull¥ printed in colors. 





IS is a card for the Organized Adult Bible 
Class. What man (or woman) with red blood 

in his veins and ordinary gray matter under his 
hat, would fail to accept the following challenge : 
“* Rally Day is a challenge to the Adult. The 
Child naturally follows in the footsteps of his elders. 
Therefore don’t say Go but Come next Sunday.”’ 
Seven colors —with the circle a beautiful and 


striking red. A striking card with a message that: 


will bring striking results with your adults. 
Remember the number (105). 
$1.25 the hundred. 





you get thesé publications, and not 
inferior substitutes. 
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